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Y w happy comeidunce, the Convocation and  the new admissions have
B. synchrontsed this veer. The raw mauterial and the finished product,
tive adolescent and the adult, the child and the man, the *kid and the
patriarch’stand stll and stare’ for a passing moment across the gulf of years,
eyeing, recegnising ond judging each other from a distance and then passing
on, keeping the relentless thythm of time and circumstance, each trying to live,
to assert, to survive n its own way, gnawing its path in life and “disappear-
ing into the Great Unknown as the mist of years closes in on all sides. With
out pretending to play the proverbial ‘impartial spectators’ we wish them
ail success and happiness. “Students may come and students may go but the
Coliege goes un lor ever.” This periodical replacement is the elan vital of
ali life. It is one of the fundamental principles of existence. We ecannot
afford to stand still. Inertia is death. Little wonder, therefore, if the life of
the college too depends to a very large extent on this constant, organic and
purposive growth and creative attempt at survival. Even a rabid dialecti-
cal materialist would agree that the dialectical process is a Progressive
approximation o truth and the realisation of the real and the ideal. Unfor-
tunately the materialists emuphasise the process but ignore its purpose and
function. They try to confine the meaning of truth to the narrow frame
work of their arbitrary view about reality, For them growth and survival
mean physical growth and survival. They would measure man in quantita-
tive terms by reducing him to the level of a lower animal and calculating
his weight in terms of so many ‘pounds of flesh,’ To them man is nothing
more than a 'lump of beef.’

Fortunately this is not the only way to evaluate man and his place
and function in the universe, There is, for instance, the method which Islam
advocates and which according to us is the only method that can save
humamty today. Survival to us does not mean physical survival alone.
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Physical satiety may be important but it cannot go all the way. “Better a
Socrates dissatisfied than a pig satisfied.” To us growth and survival mean
the constant pursuit, promotion and perpetuation of values which transcend
the limitations of time and space and are accepted by the rational and moral
consciousness of man as the truest and most legitimate ends for humanity.
Education, therefore, occuples an important niche in this general structure,
For the entire problem 1s largely a matter of ends and means. As Muslims
it is our duty to emplev means which are not only effective but also
moral in fact, as moral as the ends which they subserve. The problem of
ends and means, however, 1s a separate problem and need not be discussed
here, But we must be permitted to ask if our practice and profession,
means and ends are self-consistent. Do we size up to the standards which
we have prescribed for the Talimul Islam College 7 It is no use pretending
that we do. At the same time, it cannot be denied that we are trying to
approxamate to those standards through a determined, genuine and
serious bid to raise the College from the level of a mechanical,
quantitative and statistical robot to a moral and spiritual enterprise. We
know our faults, at least some of them. Failures have also been there.
But they should not dishearten us. They should, in fact, be the milestones
on our way to the realization of our ultimate ideals. First Year, or
sixth Year, with “trust in God and faith in the ultimate triumph of our
cause, let us march on.” We have a long, long way to go. We have
not only to outclass every known college, we have also to outclass
ourselves and continue doing so every moment of our lives. Therein lies
the essence of all growth and survival — physical or spiritual,

We would, therefore, beg to remind the outgoing students that
now that they are out of the portals of the College— their Alma Mater—
it is their duty to prove the bona fides of its claim as a unique College. To
the new comers we would say they should try to be the worthy
successors to those who have gone before them. Léet our present be greater
than the past and future greater than the present. May God help
us all in the realisation of our goal. May His will be done !

Mobarmmad K
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Botany at the Service of Mankind
by

Sved Kalim Ullah Multani

Learn from the birds what food the thickets vield,
Learn from the beasts the physic of the field,

The art of building from the bee receive,

Learn of the mole to plow, the worm to weave

Many people who do not think
of themselves as biologists spend
their lives applying biological facts
and principles. For example, the
farmer must plant the right kind of
crops that will grow in the right
type of soil, must raise food and
see that the animals are properly
fed. Yet agriculture is only one
phase of Biology that serves man.
Medical and public health are to
a considerable extent, dependent
upon Biology. All drugs, whether
obtained from plants or other
sources, must be tested on animals.
In each of the groups of plants and
animals there are many species,
which are beneficial to man.

Plants And Man : Although the
majority of the plants are useful
they are used 1n different ways.
There are two major groups of
plants known as lower plants and
higher plants, both useful and
harmful varieties.

fungi and bacteria are
From the brown algae, we
obtain iodine; from the red
seaweed, agar-agar, a subtance
used in medicine. Fungl are famous
for their role in yeasts, in bread-
making and in preparing industrial
alcohol,  Yeasts are at present

Algae,
useful.

—Pope.

much advertised as a source of
vitamins, particularly vitamin B.

Sometimes  important  plant
diseases are caused by harmful
fungi, for example, wheat rust,

chestnut etc,

Bacteria are so important that
they are wusually considered by
themselves. Without bacteria the
world would soon be filled with
dead orgamisms. They play an
important role 1 the nitrogen
cycle.  Without them c¢heese-
making and butter-making waould
be impossible. They are responsible
also for the “curing” of tabacco
and for the separaion of flax fAbres.
These fibres are used in making
linen.

On the other hand bacteria cause
many diseases of both plants and
animals. They may be carried by
the air, as is the case of tubercular
germs, typhold bacilli, or they may
be carried by insects and other
animals, for example, the bacteria
of plague are carried by rats and
transmitted to man by fleas.

Economic importance of the
plants :
Ferns: These are extenzively

ornamental

used  as plants
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They have played an important
part in the formation of coal.

Seed Plants: The seed plants
furnish man with so many types
of suppliers that it is difheult o
mention all,

Food plants belong to the family
of gramineae which include the
great crop plants, wheat, corn,
barley, rice and sugar-cane. The
seeds of these plants constitute the
major part of our feod. Corn 1s
used in making industrrial alcohol,
pith of the corn-stalk 15 of wvalue
in packing and making explosives,
The soya-bean is becoming more and
more important az a food and tor
the o1l contained in the seed which
is used in the paint industry, the
cake 15 used as a fertilizer. Nodules
on the roots of leguminous plants,
contain nitrogen fxing bacteria.
These plants play an unportant
role 1n soil-building.

Cotton : Cotton is cultivated
for 1ts fibre. These tibres were

-

employed 1n making cloth as far
back as 3000 B. C. Cotton fibres
contain cellulose, a little fat and
some protein. Products from the
fibres are cotton thread and textiles,
and ravon often used In place of
silk. Gun-cotton is used in  the
manufacture of explosives, celluloid,
collodion and many  other
products.

Products from the cotton seeds,
are, for instance, oil and cake. 1l
is used In cooking, soap-making
and in butter and lard substitutes
The cake is used as a fertilizer.

June-July 1956

Rubber : ERuhber is made frem
the milky juice r’]-1w;‘_; of many
members of the family  Moraceae,
The best crude rubber is chtained
from the para rubber tree (Hevea
brazilienzis, Gutti-percha  made
from the milky |uu_ af a plant
somewhat like 1lu, ruhler Flﬂ[*’rl 5
a hard, ﬁln sterial  used  in
Mmany wiays I E'l-:.-.-:..H.l“]l to covering
submarine cables.

Tea & Coffee: Ten was made
from the plant Theasinensis in
China as long ago as 2700 B, C.
The leaves of the plant are plucked
and dried, and the tvpe of tea
depends  upon  1ts preparation,
Green tea is [rom leaves that hawve
been dried quickly, black tea 13
prepared 1‘*\; d]]"“ ing the leaves to
dryv slowlv, while some fermentation
OCCUTS, T1I|-..' stimulating effect of
tea 1w a drug "1-]'1-'” as thoeine.
Tannin i3 af=sa oresent,

Ciodlee comes from two shrols
coffea arabuen and colfen Liberea,
Pt 14 el e friinny Zi'u'_' IE:L'."2 Ho,
Tlhiesr herries cantom o valatile ol

: ! !
The arocus s HLH =l from the
subsianee produced

1 the T"J.I“—»i;h%
ot the hervics, The

AN a e of the

drug  coflein oives 40 collee  a
stirmulating  effcct LLacod comes
from thesced el the cocon tree The
stimulatimg effect commes from the
drug theobromine, present i the

Coco2 Donns.,

Drugs : Every country has its
own medicimal plants and there are
thousands of them,

(-)r‘l w13 o amporiant  drug
Rs_hefm pain is produced from the
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dried milky Juice of a poppy
capsule. It contains morphine.
Quinine is another important drug
which 15 used in the treatment of
malaria. [t 1s obtained from the
bark of the Cinchona tree. [t is
named afier the Countess of
Chinchon, the wife of a viceroy to
Peru, who was cured of fever by
the wuse of the bark in 1628,
Digitalis is of great value in the
treatment of heart diseases. It 1s
obtained from the ornamental
foxglove (Dhgitalis). Atropine is

obtained {from the plant Atropa

Tune-Tuly 1956

belladonna, and 15 used by
opticians. It paralvzes the eve
muscles of accommodation so that
the optictan 1s able to see the
structure of the eye., Chanlmoogra
oil 15 obtained from the seeds of the
chanimoogra tree and 15 mmportant
in the treatment of leprosy, Tur-
pentine is used in making paints and
varnishes and is used as an anfi-
septic. Pine is a tree used in making
charcoal. Cork is the bark of the
cork tree. It is stripped from the
tree when 1t is about Z0 years

ald.

_ﬂml
IN MEMORIAM

We place on record our deep sense of grief and loss

at the sad demise of ;

Hazrat

Soofi Muti-ur-Rehman

Bengali, Hazrat

Sahibzada Mian Abdussalam Omar, Hazrat Maulw
Ghulam Nabi Misri, Babu Abdul Gham father of
Mr. Abdur Rasheed Ambalvi and Choudhri Ghulam
Muhammad father of Prof, Choudhti Muhammad Ab,

and pray that may God shower His love and blessings

I on their souls.
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When Nature wants to name a man

When nature wants to drill a men,
And thrill a2 men,

And skill a men,

When Nature wants to mould a men
To play the noblest part

That all the world shall praise -
Watch her method, watch her ways!
How she ruthlessly perfects

Whom she royally elects;

How she hammers him and hurts him
And with mighty blows converts him
Into trial shapes of clay which only nature understands -
While his tortured heart is crying and he lifts beseeching hands-
How she bends, but never breaks,
When his good she undertakes ...
How she uses whom she chooses

And with every purpose fuses him,
By every art induces him

To try his splendour out -

Nature knows whate she’s about.
When Nature wants to take a man
And wake a man

And shake a man
When Nature wants to make a man

To do the future's will ;
When she tries with all her skill

And she yearns with all her soul

To create him large and whole ...
With what cunning she prepares him ;
How she goads and never spares him,
How she whets him and she frets him
And in poverty begets him....

How she often disappoints
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Whom she secretly anoints,

With what wisdom she will hide him,
Never minding what betide him
Though his genius sob with slighting and his pride may not forget,
Bids him struggle harder yet.

Makes him lonely

So that only

God’s high messages shall reach him
So that she may surely teach him
What the Hierarchy planned.
Though he may not understand
Gives him passions to command

How remorselessly she spurs him ;
With terrific ardour stirs him

When she poignantly prefers him,
When Nature wants to name a man
And fame a man

And tame a man
When Nature wants to shame a man

To do his heavenly best......

When she tries the highest test

That her rekoning may bring-

When she reins him and restrains him
So his body scarce contains him
While she fires him

And inspires him.

Keeps him yearning, ever burning for a tantalizing goal-
Lures and lacerates his soul,

Sets a challenge for his spirit,

Draws it higher when he’s near it-
Makes a jungle, that he clear it :
Makes a desert, that he fear it

And subdue it if he can-

So doth Nature make a man.

Then to test his spirit's wrath
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Hurls a mountain in his path-

Puts a bitter choice before hum,

“ Climb, or perish,,” so she says...

Watch her purpose, watch her ways |

Nature's plan is wondrous kind

Could we understand her mind...

Fools are they who call her blind.

When his feet are torn and bleeding

Yet his higher powers speeding

Blazing newer paths and fine.

When the force that s divine-

Leaps to challenge every failure and his ardor still is sweet
And love and hope are burning in the presence of defeat...
.o, the crisis ! Lo, the shout

That must call the leader out !

When the people need salvation

Doth he come to lead the nation......

Thus doth Nature show her plan

When the world has found a man !

OXFORD CULT

An explorer was going about his business in darkest Africa when
a hungry cannibal tribe bagged him in full flight and considered
its Sunday-dinner problem solved. He weighed about two hundred pounds
on the hoof and there were murmurs of genuine satisfaction when
they seasoned him with salt and lowered him into the pot. He
was just beginning to simmer when the cannibal chief remembered his
manners.

“Jove,” he ejaculated, “you sound like an Oxford graduate. What
college ¢

“Balliol," gasped the half-baked explorer.

“Release this man,” cried the chief, “Balliol men never eat one
another!
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Pin-Pricks
M. A, Ch.

[n the lastissue of Almanar, Mr. Basheer-ud-din Ahmad described
Prof. Akhwand M. Abdul Qadir, Prof. of English as our ‘“English
Protessor.” He meant 1t!

Ch. Naseer Ahmad took his ‘first class’ in Zoology on June 20, 1956.
We wish him another “first class’” 1n the University Examination.

As usual the first vear babes have agaln invaded the College
Campus 1n  large numbers. An added reason why milk should be
available at the Tuck-shop !

On the occasion’of the Hostel Union’s trip at Bur), some members
of the party are reported to have tried to pertorm the classical “rope
trick.” Luckily, the! amateur magicians could not be detected !

Thanks to the gauzed doors and windows of the Tuck-shop, the
flies were kept under complete control this year,

They were not allowed to get out !

Professor N. A. K. claims that his Kabaddi team led by himself, won
the aquatic Kabaddi match at Bur.

We agree. Of course, to stop the controversy |

We are reliably informed that at the sherbet party given after
the convocation ceremony Mr. Abdullah Abu  Bakar had to
consume a Jugful of saline lassi as an appetiser before he was allowed to
touch the mango squash., Qur sympathies |

Apropos the Convocation, Prof. Z. A. V. 1s reported to have
‘thrown cold water' on all and sundry deliberately according to a
preplanned scheme’ and successfully defied the hot winds of June for a
refreshing half an hour. No one, however, knows why he took the first
available train to Burj immediately after the termination of the ceremony !



Almanar

June-July 1956

Universal Conception of Human Righits

{Being a lecture delivered by
First
Lahore

at the Svmposium of the
phical Congress, held at
University. |

The problem of human rights
is bound up with the relative
status of  the individual and
authority, particularly the authori-
ty of the State. Since the time
of the ancient Greeks, there has
been an age-long battle between
those who prize individual free-
dom and those whao value authority,
It will take too long to give even
a briet survey of the differ-
ent theories that have been
advanced from time to time with a
view to defining the degree of
control that the State or the group
can legitimately exercise over the
individual, It is difheult to
dichotomise these theories into
mutually exclusive classes, but on
the whole we may say that there
are two main points of view basic

‘to  the great mass of recent
writings which deal with this
problem,

On the one hand, there are
thinkers like Plato and Nietzche
annd a host of their followers, who
support the view that inequality
18 the natural state of man, and
soclety 18 the supreme regimented
hierarchy of the mdividuals. Con-
sequently, each member of the
State must take his proper place
in the social structure. ‘The
Philosopher King’ and the Super-
man' have the mnatural right to

Session
under the auspices of the

Prof. Ch. Muhammad Ali, M.A.,
of the Pakistan Philoso-
Panjab

dictate, and the subjects have no
right to question the decisions of
their superiors. They must rest
content with playing a secondary
role in the tightly organized
system., Hegel, Marx and others
carried this view-point to 1ts
logical conclusion and held that
certain groups or States were by
nature superior to others and had
the absolute right to rule. This,
of course, is the distinct character-
1stic of all totalitarian systems.

Opposed to this entire trend
is the democratic tradition, the
main exponents of which are men
like Locke, Rousseau and their
tollowers. They emphasize 1n-
dividual freedom and private
enterprise,

Both these standpoints are two
extremes. To my mind, the most
acceptable is the Islamic point
of view which avoids both the
extremes and tries to effect a

nthesis of the two ]:-ut without
ﬂmr defects.

Islam recognizes that society 1s
a realm of ends, ends being the
individuals.  Unlike ©+ Hegelian
idealism, it does not hold that
society or State is an end in itself,
and that the individual exists for
the sake of sdciety. Instead, it
believes that the individual is an
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end in himself and the State is a
means to this end. The OState
can and should exercise only that
depree of control over the indiwvi-
dual which 15 the mimimum
necessary for purposes of national
security, international peace and
the dispensation of public justice.
Beyond that the State has no right
to trespass over the freedom of
the individual. The State exsts
for the individual and not the
individual for the State. There-
fore, Islam tolerates no regimen-
tation of thought., The Holy
Quran declares in the most un-
ambiguous terms.

(o o os2) ol G obS5T1 Y
“There 1s no compulsion in
religion.”” (2 : 256)
I S RV
{C'ﬁ""'irﬂlj - J.u.s:,.ll eld
“Tell them, this 1s the truth
from your Lord ; whosoever wishes,
he may believe ; and whosoever
wishes, may disbelieve.” (18:30)
(ae2L1)  lapmey pgtie ool
“You arenot placed over them
as a task master.” (88:23)

And apart from the freedom of
thought it also guarantees the free-
dom of expression. The Holy
Quran says :

(£ - o) catadl 3 MY Ge Uy

“Our duty is merely to convey

the Truth.”” (36 :18)

It is hardly necessary to
comment on this charter of
human freedom. It guarantees

complete freedom of thought and

11
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expression to the individual. It
leaves no room for a professional
Eriastly class or an official church.

ach individual is responsible for
his actions, and he alone is the
sole judge in matters of conscience
and belief. No one, not even the
head of the State, has the right
to force the humblest of citizens
into or out of what he believes
to be true or false, The individual
is free to choonse and to declare
his belief. True, there has emerged,
at different occasions, a class of
people who have arrogated 1o
themselves the right to judge for
others, and have paraded as the
custodians of public morals and the
keepers of social conscience. But
such people have never had the
sanction of the Islamic Law at
their back. The incalculable harm
this class has done to the cause
of Islam and individual freedom
1s a matter of history, The current
misconceptions about Tslam, parti-
culatly in the Waest, arc mainly
due to these people. Tt 1 even
said that Islam was spread by force
and that Islamic Law allows
apostates to be put to death.
Nothing could be farther from the
truth. Islam is the religion of
freedom, freedom of thought,
freedom of expression and free-
dom of belief and conscience.
It recognizes no external authority,
not even the authority of the
State in matters of religion and
conscience. The only authority
it recognizes is the authority of
reason which implies the absence
of fear and coercion, and signifies
the fullest expression of the human
self and is to be distinguished
from the narrower Kantian sense,
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The Holy Quran clearly says :
o o deta iy oo e e S
(& & - JWE Y aig e

“So that he may perish whoso-
ever perishes on the basis of
evidence, and he may live whoso-
ever lives on the basis of evidence.”

(8 : 43)

It might, however, be asked that
as Islam 1s a religion, 1t cannot
with consistency afford to demolish
authority,  particularly  divine
authority. Divine authority 1s, 1n
fact, the end-all and be-all of all
religions. The revealed word is a
categorical imperative and s
absolutely binding as being true,
regardless of the qualms of cons-
cience or rational doubt 1t may
occasion in the mind of the believers.
It is pointed out that religion means
faith, and that faith is something
which does not admit of rational
measurement and judgment, that
religious experience is a direct and
immediate experience which 1s
accepted by 1ts recipient, and
through him by his followers as
an unchallengeable truth, and that
all along religion is an argumentum
ad verecundiam except that the
authority it invokes is very remote
and has come to have a halo of
mystery and tradition which invests
the experience and its origin with
a kind of reality. It is also pointed
out that religious values are not
demonstrable and inductive values.

This, however, is based on mis-
conception. It 1s unfortunate
that the Islamic view regarding
truth and its acceptance as such 1s
not yet generally accessible, It
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may, however, be noted that
religious experience, in order to be
accepted as true, must needs satisfy
the known and established
canons of scientific induction. It
must be considered at par with
ordinary human experience and
should admit of being stated 1n
empirical terms. The fact that it
is highly subjective does not make
it any the less susceptible to
scientific  treatment. Experience
as long as it is experience cannot
get out of the quagmire of subjecti-

vity. In fact, experience always
presupposes a subject.  Berkley
and Hume's subjectivism 13 not

wholly an extremist point of view,
Fven Kantian distinction between
phenomena and noumena rests on
the same foundation. Descartes’
Cogito ergo sum shows that the
major premise of the system he
tried to raise, consists of the Cngito
or the subject. Even Russell with
all his talk about truth as a neutral
stuff cannot help calling 1t a
subjective-objective  monism.
Hence religious experience does
not suffer in truth by being sub-
jective. Butif it is to be accepted
as being true, it should be capable
of being judged by the general
mass of mankind to whom it
addresses itself. Truth wvalues
cannot be proved or disproved by
a priori methods alone. All generals-
sations involving such values must
needs fulfil the basic conditions of
scientific induction. It 15 on the
hasig of this demonstrable,
verifiable, and inductive proof that
the claims of a prophet or, for that
matter, of any true experience,
should be based and accepted as

being- valid by the rat ional
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conciousness of man. Religious
experience may be different from
ordinary experience, but by wirtue
of this difference it does not cease
to be an experience. The helief 1n
a transcendental reality and the
revealed word is not based on any
magical and compulsive regard for
the unknown or the mysterious.
Instead, 1t 15 based on the firm
bedrock of reason, experience,
self-consistency and induction, and
is finally demonstrable and
verifiable. Even to the man who
cannot immediately enter into this
experience, the testimony of those,
who can so enter, is not against the
fundamentals of reason and should
not be confused with authority.
Testimony is not authority, It is
second hand ohservation. It 1s
based on a scrupulous regard for
truth and does not exclude the
possibility and right of direct
experience, It is emploved by all
sciences and is accepted as reliable
as direct observation. Therefore,
faith ot belief in the revealed word
is not un-inductive. We believe
in it as we believe in the observa-
tion and testimony of any reliable
scientific observer. In a testimony
of this kind, or for that mafter
in  all scientific  induction, the
appeal is to facts. Once we are
sure of the ground of our gen-
eralisation, and 1t is found to be
guaranteed by facts, we can go
ahead with confidence from the
known to the unknown, from some
to all.

This predictive risk, this faith
in the inductive method, this
scrupulous regard for truth is what
constitutes the quintessence of
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modern scientific generalisation.
No blind faith or mere dictation,
but faith founded on facts. Truth,
in order to be true, must be found
to be so and must be amenable
to standard scientific tests and
scrutiny. Influences that are likely
to prejudice or otherwise vitiate our
judgment are denounced by Islam.
Shirk, or regard for the false gods
of custom, habit, wealth, power,
etc., 15 the greatest sin in I[slam.
Hypocrisy or Munufigat or dis-
honesty of thought, committed
through conscious cholce, 1s  the
next worse. And the most cardinal
value is to deny all gods except
God, the custodian of Truth,
Justice and Fairplay, and to accept
His Prophet as His humble servant,
and a Messenger without conferring
any supernatural status on him.

[11' &'-.Jf-j:”:} 'l.i” T LH -..":11-4 J-.'-EJ il
‘T amn but & man bke unto you:

(but it is only that) God has
revealed to me......". (18 :111)

It is in this context that the Holy
Quran again and again exhorts us
to think and ponder, judge and
measure the message and the
Messenger, and to subject them

‘to the closest and the most critical

scrutiny, even though the facts on
which the message i1s based are
definite, clear and incontrovertible.

Says the Holy Quran :(—

(rr £ ) U SNaly i)
That they may think. (7 : 177).
(rr g Ghosl) La e paenloay b Rl ol 51

Do they not reflect ; their com-

panion is not of the mnsane ?
(7 :185).
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U}ﬂ“* 'j'-.!-lu ” 3 ..,:. ‘“ L5 hnanl ,J-IB [_1-5'
(a ¢ pWY1)

Are the blind and the qeung
alike 7 Do you not then ponder ¢
6 ; 31},

I:i ‘.'- J.t-jj:l I;::I_j_‘.‘:-:u:.l !}i." CI!.E h.'ll n-i:.”.-:l l._!- li.'I

E}Lll’i_,l".-" there are signs in this for
a people who reflect. (13 : 4).

(v £ oo 32} O350 gyl Sl feadd alry

Thus do we enumerate and
explain in signs for a people who
reflect. (10 : 23).

(v & JolV) O Kiny apd) Y KIS 4 O

Surely there are signs (in nature)
for a people who reflect. (16 : 12).

1.'_!"3-_;.- aLs _-q.-ﬂlj -:ll-.I""J” i.l aul e ANiE

|:'r,.—_ :—_ -"_.r‘!}

Thus does Allah make plain to
to vou His signs that vyou may
thank. (2 : 220).

—_

O ahidnd I,,,:;5 I CAVEEE LI o B T

(e = Dipse )

Certainly, we have explained to
vou the signs only il vou under-
stand, (3 : 118),

II:; '-i a_‘,.m}, r;'l_,.lip.'.'-' i...'E:LtJ )

50 that yon may understand.
(2 :74).
(& oa) Oslini St
Have you then no intelligence ?
(2 : 45).
(q £ opled Y1) 4,5 i A

Are vyou not,

, ﬂlere tore, fully
reminded ? {55 :
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bygiind Akl age B K e H Y L
(va @ wsl) ail g

Why not a party from each come
forward to acquire an understanding
of the faith ? (9 : 123).

(11 & s} DL O3 Ay
Will thev not then meditate on

the Quran ? (4 : 84).
(v = 07) GUI 1y 2

That they may ponder over its
verses. (38 - 300,

Thus it sets up reason and ra-
tional methads as the sole criterion
of truth. It does not allow the
use of force to stifle thousht, for
force mav silence but cannot con-
vince. Asa matter of fact, it cannot
even silence, That is wil'l',r the Holy
Prophet Muhammad {on whom be
peace) said that honest difference
of opinion iz 3 lﬂmainq A soclety
or a State, which does not tolerate
difference ufDmmrm or denles even
the might to ]:ug to differ, cannot
with  eansistency  attach value to
truth, honest thinking and freedom
of judgment. Cnrercion breeds dis-
trust and hvpnerisy. It also betrays
a serrous lack of proof and argu-

menf That 15 why the Holy Quran
declares :

(er.-_c- a_l,i:':j oAl e |J3J| Y

“There is no coercion in Islam.”
(2 : 236)

[t, therefore, leaves no room for
the reglmentdlmn of thought and
purpose brought about under du-
ress. It is in this context that the
place of the moral reformer is to be
cunsi-:i-:-:red. He raises his wvoice
against the  established order
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through constitutional means. He
15 allowed perfect liberty to judge
the current wvalues that obtain
in a particular  society, He 1s
further allowed to express his jud-
gments and opinions publicly. In
other words, not only is he allowed
to think but to think aloud. In
this sense he is a true revolutionary.
And the revolution he tries to bring
about 1s the bloodless and the
peaceful revolution in the realm of
ideas and values. But he is not an
anarchist ; nor is he a frustrated
maniac. His methods are not self-
contradictory ; he does not preach
{reedom and practise force and
coercion  to impose his views on
others. Reason and proof are the
only weapens in his armoury.

He appeals directly to the cons-
ciousness of the individual. His
duty is merely to convey his mess-
age.

(rg = om) omel VI Lls Ly

And our duty is only to convey
the message of T};uth. (36 : 18)

It 1s for each individual separate-
ly to believe or not to believe,
accept or not to accept. It i1s none
of his business to force people to
believe as he does and compel them
to conform to his views. The Holy
Quran emphatically declares :

ol (g (o geld L2 0d (09, e Gl

Tell (them), this is the Truth

from your God. If you like accept
it, if you like, reject it. (18-30)

And if people do not accept his
message he is not held responsible

June-July 1956

for what they choose to do. For
similar reasons, Islam does not
allow the individual the right to
physical revolt against the society
whose member he happens to be,
This 1s to emphasize the need and
role ot freedom in matters of kelief
and conscience, and to insulate the
social structure against disruption
and anarchy, It, however, grants
to the individual the right to
disagree and express that disagree-
ment  publicly. But he has no
right to revolt and use force to
prove the bonafides of his case, or
to counter the force of social opi-
nien by nsing in armed rebellion.
It distinguishes between reform
and revolt, change and destruction.
It believes in change and reform

through peaceful, just and fair
methods.

 If society does not give to the
individual the rtight to reform and
disagree, that 1s, if it does not give
him the right and chance to think
and act honestly, and forces him to
forsake his views under threat of
pamn, then Islam recognizes the
individual’s right to leave that
society and migrate to some other
place, where he can hold views
consistent with the wverdict of his
reason and conscience and can suit
his actions to his beliefs. But it
does not allow him to retaliate in
kind. Thus, except for defence,
Islam banishes the use of swords,
and encourages the freedon of
thought and expression. That is why
the Holy Prophet (on whom be
peace) encouraged the spirit of
inquity and scientific outlook plac-
ing a premium on the Socratic
maxim, that virtue is knowledge,
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and advised the Muslims to acquire
knowledge even if they had to go
to China. Islam thus demolishes
all barriers to free thought. Kant
very nearly summed up the Islamic
position when he pointed to “'the
starry heavens above and the moral
law within.” Thus to my mind,
what may be called the quintessence
of Islam, 15 the twin principle of
the Divine Law and the right of
the individual to judge and accept
or reject that law in the light of
the verdict of his own reason and
conscience. - 1he false gods or what
Bacon calls the idols of the tribe,
den, market and theatre are once
and for all dethroned and removed
from their pedestals and levelled
to the ground. Be it a State or
a superman, the proletariate or a
majority party, power or wealth,
Church or custom, none has the
authority though it may sometimes
conspire to have the power, to
dictate and suppress freedom.

On the other hand, while Isiam
safeguards the freedom of the
individual, it also recognizes the
negative possibilities of what Plato
would call the mob rule, In the
words of Russell, ““ A society, where
each i1s the slave of all, s only
a little betier than one, whe Te ecach
is the slave of a despot,” Individual
freedomn in democracy is only skin
deep. It 1s more apparent than
real. The so-called freedom of
individual cntcrprise results in rank
social and economic injustice. The
capitalist class holds the reins of
power, wealth and propaganda.
True,1t allows opposition to govern-
ment policies and freedom of
belief and propaganda, which is
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not allowed wunder totalitarian
systems, and 1s, therefore, to be
preferred to them to that extent,
But even under democracy opinion
15 too highly organized to allow any
scope for free and independent
thinking, The independent mem-
ber of the house is a solitary and
an amusing figure, who has no
authority and a doubtful future
unless he gives up his independence
and decides to merge with some
party. In fact, communism is the
direct result of the economic and
soctal njustices that have been
committed in the name of demo-
cracy. The cholce, therefore, has
to be made between Marxism and
Democracy, police rule and mob
rule, regmmentation and licence.
These may be catch-phrases but
they do bring out the inherent
defects of either side. Islam
tries to avoid these extremes and
tries to follow the middle course.
Like Plato it does not foist a supe-
rior intellectual aristocracy denying
the workers and women even the
right to think for themselves. Nor
does it impose an 1]:3*}-3111&, autocrat,
whose will 1s law and who is respon-
sible to none except himself asis
done by Nietzsche and others. It
does not set up a “classless class”
of a ruling hieraichy which
considers the freedom of the in-
dividual a dangerous tendency and
a bourgeois 1llusion, and thinks of
religion as the opium of the masses
denying even the right to think
otherwise.

In Islam the Caliph or the head
of the State is a Constitutional Head
with a Divine Law and Constitution

that is, the Holy Quran. He is duly
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elected and 1s not above this Law
and Constitution, which he is bound
to obey most scrupulously in all its
details and which he himself has
accepted on the basis of reason, He
cannot cancel or modify any part of
the law. He is, however, not bound
to submit to the dictation of mere
numbers or a blind majority. Within
the Law, he can exercise his
dseretion to save a Socrates or a
Christ from the fury of the mob.
But he does not and has no right to
violate or Hout the Divine Law and
Constitution. It is his duty to see
that the vestied interests do notmake
it difficult for the humblest of
citizens to think freelv, It 1s clearly
loid down that he must nvanably
scek advice. The Holy Quran says:

(10 g Olae ) 3 n ol

“Seek counsel from them in the
affairs.” (3:139) Again, it says:

[ g S358) o looss oo P

They take decisions after mutual
consultation. (42 : 39)

Thus it is necessary that no taboo
is placed on offering free advice.
Conditions should be created whic
are conducive to the free exercise of
the right to vote. The Holy Quran
makes it a condition precedent to
the right to vote, that the vote
must go to the deserving person.
It says :

lelat 12N bl ey B O 1.5! o bl gl
)
Surely, Allah commands you to

make over trusts to the deserving of
it. (4:359)
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In the Islamic State none 1s too
humble and unworthy to offer advice
and none is too great and perfect to
receive it. The only codition is that
advice must be positive and construc-
tive, honest, just and fair and
must not militate against the legiti-
mate rights of other individuals.

The Holy Quran says :

“"And when you speak, be just.”
(6:154)

As a further precaution against
injustice, the judiciary is guaranteed
complete independence. Ewven the
Hezd of the State can be summoned
to a judicial court as an ordinary
citizen. No considerations of fear
ar favour should wegh with the
court, and it must not allow its
impartiality to be corrupted at any
cost. It further refuses to accept any
distinctions between man and man,
Even the Holy Prophet (on whom
be peace), who to the Muslims 1s
the best and the greatest of human
beings, is to be taken as a human
heing. The Holy Quran says :

(10 ¢ o) o st oS 24
“{O Prophet of God), tell them, I

am a man like unto you except that |

am the recipient of divine inspira-
tion.” (18 : 111}

It is not possible to discuss here
the detailed ruleslaid down by Islam
{o ensure justice and equity and
abolish all economic, social, cultural
and intellectual exploitation of man
and woman alike. While 1t tries to
draw the line between freedom and
licence, it clearly defines the rights
and dutles of the State and the
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individual. It prescribes effective
safeguards at the individual, nation-
al and international levels against
all kinds of agression, and tries to
stop the vested interests from mak-
ing inroads against the rights of the
individual. It raises the individual
from a inere means to the exalted
position of an end, from a biological
specimen to a human being, the best
of God’s creation and offers limitless
possibilities for the realization of
the best m him.

It i1z to be hoped that after having
SI.!H'ETL'E['_{ tremendous losses in men
and material, human dignity and
moral worth, man may yet save him-
se!f and rediscover Islam. I cannot
help quoting here the concluding
passage of Bertrand Russell’s book
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‘Religion and Science, in which he
5Ay5 —

“Those to whom intellectual free-
dom is personally important may be
a minority in the community, but
among themn are the men of most
importance to the future.. I
they are prevented from dmng ‘their
work and having their due effect,
the human race will stagnate, and a
new Dark Age will succeed, as the
earlier Dark Age succeeded the
brilliant period of antiquity. New
truth iz often uncomfortable,
especially to the holders of power;
nevertheless, amid the long record
of cruelty and bigotry, it is the most
important  achievement of our
intelligent but wayward species.”

Thomas Craven, the author of Men of Art, has a young

son who was asked by his

principal contribution of the Phoenicians.
answer, given without hesitation, was :

history teacher to name the

The youngster's
: “Blinds.”
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300 Miles on Pedals
by

Rashid Ahmad Sheikh

“Ay | Why not have a trip to Lyall-
pur on foot ?* Vali casually sugges-
ted on New Year's eve.

I was in a very gloomy mood. The
days after the Annual Gathering
are always very gloomy and blank,
particularly for those hostel stud-
ents who do not enjoy the luxury
of a nearby home to which they
can go and spend their holidays.

Almost everybody had gone fo
enjoy the post-Jalsa holidays. Time
was hanging heavy. The suggestion
was a God-send and was accepted
with alacrity,

“O yes, by all means. But let it
be on bikes,’” I replied. The plan
was soon settled, two old bikes
were hired and we decided to leave
garly next marning. The cycles,
however, started raising objections.
The weather too seemed to give
them a hand. One of the cycles got
punctured, the other's wheel was
not in a mood to rotate in a single
plane. The sky was overcast
heavily ; the drizzles became more
rapid and heavy and an almost
ice-cold wind started blowing,

“Come what may, we must start,”
I shouted at no one in particular,
and we pulled the reluctant bikes
towards the cycle-shop through
mud and slime. Dragging, cleaning
and mending delayed us by one
hour. We left Rabwah at 8 a.m.
As we passed Chiniot, the weather
grew nicer and the drizzles stopped.

Vali now was enjoying himself, It
is quite nice; no exertion and
exhaustion! Why not proceed to
Lahaore via Lvallpur ? Instead of a
ride, let it be an adventure,” he
said. I hailed the idea enthusias-
tically and shouted mv satisfaction
at him through the cold December
breeze. We reached Lyallpur in
two and a half hours,

We did not feel any fatigue and
after a few hours rest, were zoom
on the way to Lahore, with nothing
but two ancient and rickety bikes
between our legs, Dusk fell and it
soon became very dark, Tli: stars
disappeared behind the heavy
clouds. The freezing wind was slow-
ly developing into a gale. The chill,
helped by our alveady wet clothes,
travelled across our spines. It
started raining almost in our faces.
We could not maintain our speed
and moved at a slow and watchful
ctawl for fear of falling into the in-
hospitable, deep and marshy ditches
on either side of the narrow me-
talled road. We had nogloves and
our hands were frozen stiff. Noses
and ear tips were swollen and
aching painfully. Qur clothes were
drenched and the bikes too were
reluctant to move on due to the
sticking mud. We pushed and
pedalled through this impenetrable
muddy darkness and reached Jaran-
wala at midnight after three hours’
hard labour. Near Jaranwala, while
I was leading, I heard a sound
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resembling "“Kh-r-r-r-Phuthh” from
behind, followed by a vyell that
mingled with the moaning gale.

“Q), Rashid ! Come back. [ am
licked.” I went back and found
poor Vali lying in mud with his bike
on top of him. He had had a bad
slip and was splashed all over with
mud. This was a very sad accident,
But finding Vali safe, I could not
restrain my laughter. Valhi 15 a
good sport but just then he was not
in a very humorous mood and gave
me quite a bit of his mind. Any-
how, we managed to reach Jaran-
wala. By that time it was raining
the proverbial ‘cats and dogs.’

A few faint lights in the whole
of the town and closed doors greet-
ed us. Not a single hotel was
open at that hour of the night,
With great difficulty we managed
to find shelter to pass the
night. The next day, the 3rd of
January, we staried for Lahore and
the weather being fine we reached
there in the evening with no men-
tionable incident except that we
were terribly tired. Our friends
at Lahore were surprised to see us
in our curious muddy attire and
were amazed to know of our adven-
ture. We slept like logs and got
up at -10 the next morming. Our
legs were still stiff and we were 1n
no mood to return, Yet we started
back on our hundred miles pedalling
to Rabwah.

The journey back home was
punctuated with a thrill here and a
thrill there. At Sheikhupura we
routed Samee out of hizs ‘den’ and
gave him the shock of his life with
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our painted, muddy apparel, We
undermined his morale considerably
by relating our adventures at the
top of our voices. We left him
stunned and, before he could recover
and find tongue to cross-examine
us, we were on the road. The going
was a dangerous and tricky business.
Traffic was heavv and not unoften
did we catch ourselves zig-zapgoing
hetween the approaching and reced-
ing buses and trucks and carts.
We, however, had to keep to the
precarious safety of the road as the
moment we touched the kacha
ground along it we got stuck in
the pulpy, slippery quagmire to
which the overnight ramms had re-
duced the immediate vicinity of the
road. It was a game of hide-and-
seck  between us and the heavy

vehicular trathc. And  what a
dangerous game it was! Tt was
providential that I escaped
unhurt when a truck brushed

me off my precarious perch on the

ke with  nothing  but minor
scratches to remind me of my
escape.

We had our dinner at Sukheki,
which = was washed down with
scalding hot tea.. We relaxed on
the rickety old chairs like lords
and spread ourselves expansively.
We could not, however, enjoy this
luxury for long as the last lap of
the journey was not a very easy
proposition. To tell vou the truth,
we were tired. Pindi Bhattian was
reached at about 10 p.m. We still
had a good thirty miles to go. We
were feeling stiff and sheer will or,
if you please, bravado, kept us
going.

(Continued on page 23)
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Let Me Talk

M, ] slam Bhatti

[t s pointed out that all the
mystics have observed periods of
silence, The disciples of Pythagoras
had to keep silence for a year, some
sav  even  three  vyears,  Socrales
remained  immersed  in silent
meditation for several hours at a
time. The only praver recommended
in the gospels ssilent praver behind
a cloged door. In the ritual of
T‘dithra the initiaties were enjoined
to  “lay thv right ﬁnger on thy
mouth and =ay  ‘Silence |’ three
times. ‘Silence’ according to some

‘is the symbel of God.”

But if we study all these so-called
arguments one by one, they seem to
he the dreams of a thinker. In
actual life, men of action are
generallv  cruel opportunists and
I‘E'!"iﬂ"i.F of them, certainly, sre great

alkers, who mike up thur mneds
b}r thinking cut aloud. Carlyle
who  preached the gospel of
silence 111 37 octavo volumes was
particularly unfortunate in quoting
as an example © the strong silent
Russians’’ for the Russians are the
most  inveterate talkers in  the
world.

The diplomats have, of course,
learnt to be silent in about six
languages, but they also know that
language was given to us to conceal
our thoughts. How then can they
be against speaking? The proverbs
of all nations agree in commending
silence to all who do not wish to
give themselves away. To those

who are not confident of their
knowledege, silence 1= always a
hetter policy.

‘Speech 1s silver, sifence gold.’
But don'’t we see that it is the small
change we are often in need of while
on the other hand onld is a pleasant
thing to be kept under lock and
key.

Circumstances sometimes deny
us the rehief of speech.  “Well
reverend,” I guess that 1s the most

"pn_mfhmf silenice 1 ever listened
to,”” said an  American to  his
minister, who had nusused a drive

and  broken his favournite wooden
cluh.

The ancients amused themselves
with stories of the taciturnity of
the Spartans. who never wasted
a  word,  Mr. Coolidege,  the
ex-President  of  the  United
States, earned the ssme reputation.
One Sundav morning, when he
came back from church, semeone

asked him, ““What was _thE: SET-
mon about, Mr, President ™
“Drinking,” sald Mr. Coeolidge.

“And what line did the preacher
take, Sir?" “Apainst,” said the
President.

But this taciturnity 1s also not
litked always. Shakespeare was
well aware of the poignant effect of
the shortest possible answers, hke
“Me has no children,” in Macbheth.
This shows that to be brief does
not always pay.
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Poor Marcus Aurelius, the Roman
Emperor, writes ‘to  himself.’
“Men seek  out retreats for
themselves, cottages in the country,
lonely sea-shores and mountatns,
Thou, too, art disposed to hanker
greatly after such things; and yet
this is verv stupid, for 1tisin thy
power, whenever thou wilt to retire
into  thyself. No place 1s quieter
than ope's owo soul.”’

[t appears the man lived so much
in the mner silence that he was
not at all a good emperor,
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Then we may let Goethe have
the last word—in which there lies
the decision. A talent i1s formed
in silence, but a character in the
stream of the world.”” The stream
of the world 15 full of talk and
talkers, And someone, 1 hope,
must be bold enough to inform my
friends that, “we should not like,
to live in the mroon, where there 13
no sound.

[ e silence eternal d2 ces espaces
infinis m' effraie.

Continued from page 20)

At a wayside village, an amusing
episode tock place. The wvillage
dogs, it seems, decided to give
us & civic reception.  The reception
commitiee 1ncluded all the major
dogs of the iluga. The address
of welcome was  full-threated und
genuinely inspired, and was tollowed
by a loud burking appliuse. Some
ot the more enthusiistic dogs even
tried to have a personal acquain-
tance with us and chased us as
far as their legs could carry.  Bur
as we were not ina very soctable
mood and had no time left for
fraternizing, we shook the dust of
this reception off our feet as soon
as we could. Needless to say that
it was not without difficuliy and
embarrassment on either side that
we could get rid of the reception
committee. In the scuffle, we gnt
one or two scratches for keeps,
The rest of the journey was un-
eventful except for one interesting
accident, At one stage the screw

of my pedal got loose and [ got
down to adjust it in the dazzling
lights of an approaching truck. I
was standing in the middle of the
road. [ shouted at Vali, who was
following me, to stop.  He didn't
heur mv shouts nor could he locate
ny  position on the rood due to
the blinding glare of the hendiights
of the truck and ran full tilt into
my  hind wheel with a bang and
feil o the ground describing
a complete somersault on his wav
clown,

We reached Rabwah at midnight,
tired and completely exhausted.
After resting for one day, we went
to Lyallpur and came back the
same evening. The bikes are still
lying with the local repairshop and
if anyone feels like underestimating
our three hundred miles on pedals
we invite him to have a look at
the two ancient, gouty machines
and then pass his judgment,
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When I had Wings

Saeed Abdullah

This was an event and perhaps,
one of the most important that I
have experienced during the course
of my life. [t was on the 8th day
of August, 1952 when a friend of
mine invited me to the marrage
ceremony of his brother. I was glad
to accept the invitation of a friend
who shared my happiness and sym-
pathised in my sorrows. At exactly
8. a. m. I departed for his residence
and staved there for eight hours,
passing the time Iin  merrment.
Completely exhausted, 1 reached
home at 6 p. m. and mmmedately
fell asleep. Ifelt that my father
came 1n and, addressing me as his
only son, said that [ was to fly to
Pakistan within a week, and that
he was to escort me to a certain
island, Words {fail to express the
joy that flashed through mymind. I
awaited anxiously the gloricus day
when I would travel by aeroplane
for the first time ; when I would
see a foreign country and be a
foreigner myself. But the crawling
of the hours and the days
was painfully slow, At last, the
day did come and after a long
prayer by relatives and well-wishers,
my father and 1 waving fare
wells slowly disappeared into the
belly of a huge B. O. A, C. plane.
No sooner did we take our seats
than the door was closed behind
us, Before I could finish my prayer
for a safe arrival at our destination,
1 found that we were in a strange
atmosphere,

We had hardly traversed a
distance of 95 miles when the alarm
was given that the 'plane was
on fire. We hurriedly fixed our
parachufes and before my father
could get ready I jumped through
the exit to a new world which
looked like the next. My parachute,
however, descended gradually down
from an altitude of 10,560 f1. direct-
ly over the Red Sea. Above me and
below me I could see pothing but
the blue sky and the blue sea. At
last I fell into the sea with a trem-
endous splash. 1 was, however, a
good swimmer as 1 had mastered
the art of swimming when [ was a
lad of twelve and had no difficulty
in fighting the waves for an hour
or so when a shark appeared before
me. Its mouth was wide open
and it was preparing to swallow
me at one gulp. Seeing through
its gullet, I decided that struggle
was quite wuseless. I, therefore,
immediately jumped forward and

passed down to its belly. Luckily
I had a table brush in m pm:_ket
which I vigorously rubbed against

the intestines of the shark, It
could no longer tolerate the severe
pain and vomitted me out at once.
I was thus set free in the wvast
ocean once more, A huge wave
threw me against a rock and 1
yelled for help. I found myself
clutching my bedsheet and dis-
covered to my relief that 1t was
just a DREAM.
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Mr. Prodigal

by

Hamid Ahmad

Who 1s that, surrounded by so
many ravenous faces, sitting 1n
the middle of the Tuck-shop r He
has made the servants run to and
fro and disturbed their state of
rest and peace. Ile is giving order
after order. Now the servani is
coming with two  full plates of
“halwa,” now sweets, pastry and
cream-rolls come flving. The tea
sef 15 already there. Let us go
and have a Inok at his princelv
face. Ah ! I see, he 13 Mr,
Prodigal. It s the fust ol the
month., His pocket 1s heavy and his
purse fuil. Instead of facing Mo-
harmmad Ahmad and Abdul Sattar,
he has decided "to indulge in a
spending spree at the Tuck-shop.
Fee clerks can wait. Not that he
does not want to pay his dues.
Only it happens to be an ofl-day.
So where is the harm 1n waiting ?
Moreover, the fat wad of currency
notes imparts feelings of bliss and
expansive calm which are almost
heavenly in nature. ‘No, I won’t
spend this money except where
it ought to be spent. A sizable
part of 1t must go to the coffers
of the hostel. It might as well lie
in trust with me,” he muses. 5Sud-
denly the 1tch comes, the itch to
smoke. It had almost died out
with the dwindling of cash. The
cigarettes are, of course, npot
available. ‘Can’'t I have a little
private joke at myself in breaking
my resolution not to overspend,’
he says to himself. The Tuck-shop

cook-house 13 already sending out
sweet  aromas  of culimary  skill.
Bamosas’  are ovdered. He must
have something sweet too.  “That
fellow in the corner thinks that I
am a miser, The other one too
near him.” Both are invited. Saon
it develops into a general imvitation.
‘Let me have fun while 1t lasts’. The
next day and the day after next ¢
Who cares  for the thin pocket.
The poor remnants of the monthly
budget cannot meet the exacting
colleze  and hnstel ilis  anyway.
This time and it 15 the last I Of
course, mother will pay if father
does not. He can alwavs say the
books cost too much due to devalua-
tion of currency. This devalua-
tion business has been very useful
atter all. Not a crude or common-
place excuse like ‘buying the blot-
ting paper either, It is formidable
and respectable. It s a double-
edgeci weapan ton. Besides gelting
vou the much needed ‘dough,” 1t
proves vour bonafides as a serious
student of world finance. True, if
dues are not paid in time, your name
shall be gazetted as a defaulter. But
so many students don't pay their
dues in time. They don’t, because
they can’t, ‘Who knows whether
I can or cannot.” Moreover, in case
vou are debarred from attending
classes or told to leave the hostel and
pack ofl to home sweet home, you
do get a certain.amount of publicity

- which might even be of some use

Contd. on pape 26
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Iftikhar A hmad Shahab

Physical beauty 15 only skin deep.
[t i3 merely a veneer, a coat of
paint, a whited sepulchre and a
covering to conceal the 1nner
vacuity and deformmty. A beautiful
countenance 1s generally considered
gutleless and innocent on  account
of the brisht sheen that covers it
up completely, [t Intrigues us with
1ts  enticing veil temporarily and
then its effect i3 diminished., With
the passage of time 1t is constrained
by particular condittons to doff the
artificial weap and thus automati-
cally renders us capable of penetra-
ting deep nto the detestable
hollowness and emptiness that
lurks wunder 1ts alluring surface.
Beauty can never be expected to
acquire a position of permanent
existence.

It exercises a certain impression
upon our minds and then dis-
appears into a dismal and dreary
past.

The rosy petals of a flower
captivate our cordial appreciation
as we direct our glance at them.
This spectuacle of delicate perception
immediately packs us off to the
domain of imagination. We can-
not help pouring down our lips a
few complimentary words in con-
sideration of the exquisiteness and
subtlety of this extremely beautiful
flower. It overwhelms our aesthetic
faculty entirely and makes us
plunge into a temporary reverie.

It is universally acknowledged
that a human being is overwhelm-

ingly impressed by the magic of
beauty. He is spell-bound as it
were. He is caught in the web of
its charm, for beauty is like a
hunter's net where every foolish bird
15 meshed 1n.  But the potent and
mmpetuous 1nfluence at beauty 1s
soon abated, and finally fades away
into nothingness. The fine-patter-
ened flower withers away. Its sweet
and appealing colour fades. Its
tantalising influence ceases to exist.
The very charm gets out of 1t. Its
bloom is lost; 1ts youth is rusted;
the petals shrivel up and drop off,
The flower, which a few moments
hefore, was a picture of bewitching
fascination and delicacy is now
transformed into a state of destruc-
tion and 1s deprived of its indivi-
duality. All things are subject to
termination and none, within the
limitation of feasibility, can escape
this end. The flower was proud
of its charm. It swayed in the soft
and gentle wind, imbued with a
feeling of elation and arrogance.
But where have gone its pride and
presumption  and  overweening
superciliousness 7 All  is  utter
forgetfulness and oblivion. All its
freshness has departed; its bloom
I3 NO motre,

Incipiently its influence i1s  domi-
nant but the trouble is confined to
the stubborn fact that it is thrust
into the limbo of inexpressiveness
before 1t has even risked a start,
It 15 based upon sandy foundations
and 1s liable to crumble down
ultimately.
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All material thaings are mortal.
They live for a short time and then
die, The beauiv appertaining to
them also comes to a similar end.
It cannot claim an  exceptional
treatment. Beauty s not constant,
stable and persistent, It is fckle
and inconsistent. It 15 empty,
blank and hollow {rom within.

The multi-coloured Howers may
please us; the wavy, glossy, golden
iresses  of a willowy, pencil-slun
torm mav Invile  our admiration;
the sight of a chubby child may set
our hearts beating more speedily
than usual. DBut this sight 1s only
‘passing strange.’ DBeautly cannot
continue unchecked, and without
interception, [t becomes evanescent
hike electricity because 11 has not
been sanctioned a permussion for
life-long  existence.  Beauty is
succeeded by intolerable ugliness,
It is followed by an abysmal and
almost  fathomless silence. It is
replaced by tragedy and frustra-
tion. [tis full of Huctuation and
change, and 1t 15 packed with
incongruities and contradictions.

Superficial beauty resembles a
shadow. We should endeavour to
evade from plunging into this wild
goose chase, we should abstain
from being attracted by its decep-

(Continued
it you seek election to some office,

Examinations can be a terrible
proposition no doubt. But one
should never lose courage, More-
over, examinations are no test of
ability. They are largely a case of
luck. ‘Luck! yes, that is the word.”

And this cycle goes on until one
fine morning, Mr. Prodigal over-
spends himself. He has not only
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tive appearance,

We ought to be msistent upon
the pursuit of spiritual beauty
which will never suffer destruction,
which will never part with us hike
a sincere friend, which s not
treacherous and illusive. It is real
and constant and consummate.
It 15 sublime and profound. We
must pursue eternal beauty which
descends upon us in moments of
communion with the Ideal, Real
beauty is the spring of permanent
contentment and satisfaction. It
is not tottering and waverning ; it
gives us 1nner consolation and
tranquillity ; 1t soothes our minds ;
it freshens up our fagging souls;
it heals our sores, blesses us with
the joy of humility, 1t makes our
existence an  everlasting  bliss.
Immaterial beauty is the real beau-
ty, for 1t does not change. It 1s
as innocent as a new born baby.
It emanates from pure virtue,

Superficial beauty, which all of
us hanker after, 15 an optical mirage
or a tricky coast line. It sneaks in
from the {ront door and slinks
away from the back one. It 1s
like a bubble that bursts before it
swells up to maturity. It 1s like
vanishing cream that disappears
as soon as we rub it into the skin.

from page 24)

expended his purse, he has expend-
ed to the dregs his time, his
energy, his self-respect and alas!
his honour.

Later in life he might be found
adorning the doors of a night club
or if his luck turned and he refor-
med his ways, he might be seen
earning his meagre pittance as a
poor clerk in a private office,
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Lilliputian Era in Perspective

Muneer-ud-Din Ahmad

Dwarfs are those who look
like children but talk like
adults. They watch, listen and
move, quite as we do, except for
their stature which 1s the only dis-
tinguishing trait that places them
as a class apart.

Dwatfs are very useful individuals.
They do their utmost (not by their
own consent ) specially to stabilise
the economyv of a country and
generally help 1n every sphere
of national life. 'Whether 1in
education, military or in housing
they can lessen our strain to a
tremendous extent.

They require small clothes, tiny
gloves and socks and shoes to put
on. Extremely small books (of
small size ) to read, small chairs to
git on and small arms to protect
them. Most of the thrill lies in
their joy to live in small and
well-furnished houses with dwar-
fish furniture and tiny household
articles.

There is no justification that we,
the members of the “taller species,”
should feel proud of our stature,
big arms, clothes, houses and
giant-sized furniture. On the other
hand, the plgmies 1nvite us to a
thorough heart-searching and care-
ful consideration of the national
and international problems. They
urge us to help solve those pro-
blems which face millions and
millions of humans who are ill-clad,

ill-fed and lying under the wide
blue skv suffering the unimaginable
tortures of heat and cold.

At this stage | would like to sug-
gest a practical scheme for the um-
versal benefit of mankind. I think
a laboratory should he set up where
scientists  from  over-populated
countries should be invited to carry
out a series of experiments to
discover some means of reducing
the height of individuals.

Three standard sizes of dwarfs
could be produced:

1. Normal dwarfs:- According
to a fixed standard they will be
two and a half feet hich and
will have pithy bodies.

2. Extraovdinary dwarfs: They
will be about one foot shorter than
the mnormal pigmies and will not
necessarily possess strong and ener-
getic bodies,

3. Mediwum dwarfs ; Their height
should vary from two and a half
to one and a half feet. They will
have thin bodies.

[t is my personal opinion that if
adequate attention is paid to redu-
cing the stature of mankind, it will
help lighten the pressure of the in-
creasing demands of food, clothing,
housing. etc., in the world. In
fact, the smaller we are the less we
consume. True, it is eugenics the
other way round. But the problem
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is pressing. Thereis no time left
to stand and stare” We should
either increase supply or lessen
demand immediately.

To start with we should lessen
demand. Efforts are heing made to
increase supply, but the reduction
of demand is not receiving popular
attention, There is one brutal way
to decrease demand. That is the
atomic way, It aims atsimply wiping
out humanity. 1 do not suggest
any such thing. [ maintain that
if we shrink in size —physical size
of course—we lose nothing. Moral
or mental greatness has nothing to
do with physical size. Let us,
therefore, concentrate on reduction
of physical volume. Just think of
the great implications of such a
venture. It will mean increasing
the existing accormmodation in the
world, particularly in the hostel at
least by five hundred per cent.

Cubicles will become dormitories
and dormitories could be used as
halls. The buses that carry fifty
shall be able to accommodate manv
mote, For the time being, the dri-
vers shall have to be of the orthodox
size, as the present steering wheels
will be too high for a pigmy to mani-
pulate. Fens could be used as guns
and ink-pots as water tanks. The
taps of the bath-rooms shall have to
be lowered but it will be.a paying
proposition as otherwise tall atten-
dants shall have to be kept to help
the new brand of humans. I beg
your pardon. They are not exactly
a new brand. There are many for-
tunate members of the future spe-
cies who actually exist in the hostel
today. Just now they suffer from
an acute inferiority complex. They
avoid going about 1n the company of
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the tall residentsas their high stature
sets their small size at a disadvant-
age, Unfortunately thev cannot wear
high-heeled shoes, but no amount
of height gained through these arti-
ficial aids can make up for the gap
between them and their taller breth-
ren. In short this scheme 15 a
uzeful scheme and could easily be
called the ‘New Natiopnal Savings
Scheme,” The Physical Education
Department of the College 15 ad-
vised to anticipate events and set
about taking real Interest In its
possibilities.

A society named, “Dwarfs League
of the Rich and the Poor” could be

farmed.

Tt will thus be clear to all that
pigmies are the most patriotic be-
cause they cut their expenses to the
minimum and save their country
much unnecessary  expenditure,
I am afraid that in the near future
there will be left wvery little space
for human beings to live, and =o
peaple will willingly  agree and
generously donate for the “Dwarfs
League of the Rich and the Pour.”

Thus in a short time we will see
a Lilliputian era opening up
before our eyes. Moreover, this
era, along with the modern Atomic
Age, could easily be the golden
age which would bring happiness,
prosperity, peace and tranqullity

to the underfed people of the
world,
It is no mere fantasy. The rate

at which our physical health iz de-
teriorating unmistakably shows the
shape of things to come. My only
hope and prayer 13 that i we
deteriorate 1n s1ze, we IMprove in
quality,
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Hard Work

How hard is vour name !

How pretty is vour fame |

When the result is going to be out

We are afraid there is no doubt

You make us leap and bound.

'"Tis a circle within a circle, vet
vour sound

Lifts ue in an ending happiness.

5titl vour name is dull distress
Because you interfore with our days
Spoil our evenings and nights.

And the rays
You shed are ugly in the beginning.

But when the outcome is declared

And the toil and jov compared

You look 1'ke a fairy, golden and
sorene.

Since beginning to end you have
always been
Our friend, our fortune and our

love.  And the wise
Now know you are o blessing in
AIsgulse.

Hameed Ahmad.
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The Identical Twins

In form and feature, face and limb,
I grew so like my brother,

That folks got taking me for him,
And each for one another,

It puzzled all our kith and kin,

It marked an awful pitch.

For one of us was born a twin,
Yet not a soul knew which.

This fatal likeness even dogged
My footsteps when at school.
And I was always getting Hogged
Far John turned out a fool

I put this question hopelessly,

To every one I knew—,

What would you do if yvou were me,

To prove that you were you.

Our close resemblance turned the
tide

Of my domestic hife ;

For somehow my instended bride

Became my brother’s wife.

In short, vear after year the same

Absurd mistakes went on |

And when 1 died—the neighbours
care

And buried brother John !
(H. 8. H.)
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Hope

Kibriya Ahmad Muazzam

“Strive, hope and fear not,” said
Browning. Despair 15 the most
dangerous obstacle in the way of
human progress. Desperation is reck-
lessness but should be distinguished
from hoplessness. Desperation may
mean life, even hope. But hopeless-
ness 1s cowardice, disintegration,
death. It 1s the hopeless who com-
mit suicide, a most disgraceful act
for man and a very unworthy end.
Those who are strong, self-reliant
and have confidence in their future
behave in a different manner. They
hear hardships and face difficul-
ties to make their lives happy.
People who have hope and charac-
ter, plan for the future. They
conquer countries and found em-
pires—political as well as spiritual
and moral. They span the oceans
and cross the impassable deserts.

When a man 15 sick.of life and
finds that there is nobody to help
him, not even his relatives and close
friends, then his only consolation is
in one thing: the Angel of Hope
that comes from (God. He smules
upon him through the ever increa-
sing darkness and comes to his
rescue. He blesses him with new
thoughts, new ideas and new desires,
with the result that the man, who
was devoid of all hope and aspira-
tions, feels himself transformed at
the divine touch of this magic rod.
He gets ready to start again. It is
a fact that “God helps those who
help themselves.” Success in the
struggle for existence is the result
of actions, but actions are the result

of ideas and intentions. Ideas can
only grow where there is hope.
Hope thrives on belief in God and
a life after death. Without this
belief, life hecomes a barren, dark
and dead alley.

The noble example of the Prophet
Mohammad (peace be upon him) is
a case in point. He fought against
the powers of darkness, alone and
single-handed.  Opposition  and
persecution could not shake him.
He did not flinch against the unified
might of friends and foes alike.
Intimidation and  bribes could
not swerve him from the path
he pronounced to be the only right
path open to mankind. He never
lost  heart pr patlience,
His hope and courage were founded
on the bedrock of convicbion
in God. And he succeeded asfthe
world knows,  Even we can succeed
to dav in the face of stmilar odds
if we believe in God, the fountain-
head of all hope. In fact. the exam-
ple of the Holy Prophet is a re-

minder to us, lesser men. He has
blazed the path. It s for us to
follow in his footsteps. Let us,

therefore, be up and doing. Let
us not pull long faces. Islam isa
living force because the God of
Islam is a living God. We are
bound to succeed only if we try
anid never lose hope. Let wus,
therefore :

Cheer up, take heart and cease
repining as behind the clouds is the
sun still shining.
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Are You A (rickel Fan

M.A. Cheema

Do you remember the names as
well as the pedigrees of the
famous cricketers ¥ Can you re-
collect the vear and the place when
Hanif completed his first century ¢
When did Magsood marry ¢ To
which Church does Sir Len Hutton
belong ' (Can you name the bowler
who took the maximum number of
wickets with the least number of
overs when the Pakistani team
played the first official Test against
the M.C.CC.? How many times
was he cheered by the crowd?
What can be the probable number
of fans who shook hands with Fazal
Mahmud after his excellent per-
formance at the Oval/ How many
times did the English cricketers jeer
at [drees Beg and n what manner ¢
What brand of whisky was he com-
pelled to swallow when for once the
British humour ran amuck ? Have
you seen all the famous cricket
matches played in Pakistan without
spending a penny from your pocket ?
Can vou guess as to when Tony
Lock will be out of action due to
a gprained muscle? Can you calcu-
late to the fourth place of decimal
the velocity at which Khan hurls
his deadly missiles ¥ Also what is
his own height in centimeters ?

If you can answer all these ques-
tions correctly and promptly, you
are entitled to be an ex-officio
member of the cricket eleven. If

you can answer only half of the
questions mentinned above and al-
though you have failed twice 1n the
University examination, vou have a
chance of being included in the
“A" team. H, however, luckily,
you have failed six times, the right
of vour admpission to the “ A 7’ team
cannot be gquestioned.

Can you stand idle for an hour
and then suddenly run Like a maniac
after an apparently invisible object ?
Can you walk with difficulty as if
some heavy weights had been tied
to vour legs and run as if somebody
had pushed you from behind ? If
you can, you are a crack cricketer,
Have vou ever met a man speak-
ing  English  with the slang
of a Tommy? If you have,
yvou have probably met a skipper.
Any lean, thin fellow with a sweater
hearing *“ V ’ shaped stripes (often
worn up till May), a projected cap,
white trousers and high-heeled
rubber-soled white shoes invariably
is a member of the cricket eleven,
If vou have any doubts regarding
his bonafides, you need only invite
him to tea. It he accepts your
invitation without hesitation
you have actually dis-
covered the future Captain, a
veritable world beater, provided, of
course, the tea 15 good and the bill
is paid by the future hero,
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My Best Friend

M.A. Shakir

The animal kingdom 15 a world
apart. Though the laws of lite govern
men as well as animals yet there ate
very few men who have a friendly
disposition towards  the down-
trodden animals and much less to-
wards a camel. Fortunately, I have
a soft corner for this much-despised,
bultky and cumbersome animal. [
have developed a deep sympathy for
the came!, not because he s beauti-
ful or useful but because 1 love
him as he iz the most profound
animal in the whele world., Iam
a human being and every human
being is essentially a thinking being.
8o a sort of community feeling
between us two Is gquite inevitable.
A close study of the camel’s psycho-
logy and behaviour reveals very
interesting facts.

To begin with, his deep-seated
hatred for life is manifest from
the fact that he does not like to
see the light of the day for eleven
months while he is in his mother's
womb. Even when he is leading his
normal life, he looks always dull
and absent-minded as if this world
were too low a place to engage his
active interest. He 1sso calm and
cool-headed that he does not lose
his temper even under the worst
incitement. It 1s here, under trying
situations, that this thoughtful trait
finds its manifestation. In a mo-
ment of extreme physical passion,
he takes the shortest possible time
for 1ts gratification. His master
rouses him from his slumberous

poise after administering many
severe strokes. With his leathery
lips he does not eat all the vare-
ties of grass in the desert. Certain
plants are poisnous to him and cer-
tain others he leaves for the sheep
as a goodwill gesture,

Our friend practises austerity
in drinking as well,  He can submit
to protracted fasting but must
drink once for every ten days in
winter and once for every three
days in summer. Then he needs
a whole cistern, for he can swallow
twenty gallons at a draught. His
hump is a reservoir of energy and
he stores fat init.  But the longer
his journey, the more it diminishes
in size. In bargaining for a camel
the purchaser first looks at his
hump and then his teeth, The
former tells how much work he can
do while the latter indicates his

age.

The camel 15 subject to recurring
calamities which he endures with
a stoic patience. Ewvery wear he
contracts the mange, e will die
of it unless he 13 properly treated
with a kind of vegetable tar.
When wounded, he cannot be
treated with antiseptic methods,
for his wound infects the whole

body.

I must admit that my friend is
not particularly good-looking and
has an abnoxious smell, Like all
noble spirits, he utters loud vows,
now and then, against the ugliness of
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Iife and the sh:pidih of man, He
continusnsly nduiocs oo 2o
UTO0TE, 80 human that thev are
heart-rending and con exaiv the
sVInpatity of even o callous an.
e asks  himaeld, “What am T7¢
Whithor s | ogoing 2 Why was |
born ? Why should this pigmy be
my roaster P CIn shori, he 15 o rote of
llatc;'—.l't:_ﬂniim bv himselt, Bus oo
shower of h'[m;. s wll the rewnrd
tor his search for troth, A philoso-
aher ared seientisy iy g w ays applaud-
Jed und elevated for his questioning
Lbut the fate of tho comel s dealt
vt anether seeasmiee and vet men
pride thenisclves st the  delusian
i thiey never et fstice g down,
I only men could  reslize the
pollomnes of their Tonsd elnims |

The camel acts upon the philaso-
phic and smintiy precept o ‘plain
living”  and never deviates 1rom
this path even I he requires
Biolowically to depart from simpli-
city. He dishikes - elaborate fand
such as barlev, oaies, hay, etc. He
prefers lealy twigs and the drier
and  the woodter they are, the
better he relishes them. He is fond
of “"hoct.,” a batl-shaped shrub with
a bitter taste, grawing in the desert,
He does not disdain leaves or prick-
Iy thorns, tle picks them up all.

A distinguished scientist, says Louis Sohal,

j'un e-fuly 1y56

My frresud s particularly  an
arigntal  animel, He cannot last
long n stubles. To keep fit, he
necds  the wide open spaces of the
desert. The sun, wind and sands
ke him hcallh» and fit. Only
the people of or lental lands are gn:mc!
camel-drivers and only  thev can
undleratand how Imlch work he can
dn. The camel likes his master
sl 1w andolent by lomiperament,
He is capable vecasivnally of exces-
sive and protracted exertion but he
cannot do a fixed amount of work
cvery day ull the vear round.  For
aix wonths in the year he must

raze im o thve pastures and remam
alheatutely idle,

en have reduced my friend to
the humble position of a beast of
bBaarden.  The bedouins loathe him.
They suv that his heart is as black
as tar and that he is as mischievous
as the devil. However, they do
not understand him.

The camel’s fastest pace 13 the
lung trol, the pace of desperate
{hght., It the long trot is bard on
the rider, 1t 15 because it s unna-
¢ural to him. I 5 50 jerky, viclent
and irregular that the rider 1s
obliged 1o compress his stomach
‘L]ghl]}’ with a girdle in order to
hear It.

who probably saw him,

wias ohserving the heavens through the huge telescope at the Mt. Wilson

Ohsarvatary,
vout think so 7" asked his guide.

Suddenly he announced, *It's going 1o rain.” “What makes
“"“Because,”

said the astronomer, still

peering through tee telescope, “my corns hurt.”



Almanar

June-Tuly 19506

A Personal Apology

Vali Ahmad Shah

An  Arabic  proverb declares
that the taller a man the greater
foo) he 1s and the shorter a man the
mote mischievous he 1s.

None of us will like to be called
a fool, but one can bear, to a famr
degree, being called mischievous.
This is practically proved when you
call a first vear student a fool. He
will, however, peck at you like a
chicken or go to some authority.

Being short statured is of great
economic benelit. There was .an
Egyptian who was born to a poor
family. When only sixteen years
old, he grew too huge for his
parents. They were fed up with
him. They were unable to pay
his food bills and the house was
unable to accomodate him. They
finally appealed to King Farooq
who ordered a special bed for him
m the Alexandaria Hospital,

There was another man Robert,
in U.S.A., who required a 19" sized
collar and ate two dozen eggs for
his breakfast. His suit length was
21 yds.

There was still another man
named Peter, who had once a
chance of crossing the Atlantic in
a ship. He was so tall that the
baffled captain of the ship had to
knock a hole 1n the adjacent
cabin so that Peter could sleep with
his head in one berth and his feet
in the next.

There 1s a man in England, who
is an unproclaimed wonder of this
world, He is so tall that he can’t sit
i an ordinary bus and can't walk
confidently as he has very little
control over his limbs. The special
carrigges he has made to meet his
unique problems of locomotion, are
so costly that they would easily cost a
fortune to a normal Pakistani. He
wears clothes encugh to clothe a
Japanese family ; he eats food which
could otherwise suffice for a week,
He had to have special allocation
of clothing coupons during the last
World War ! Not a very patriotic
gesture by any means! His shoes
cost £.20/- a patr. A rather costly
aflair |

These instances show  how
expensive it 1s to be a tall man.
Besides, it makes the situation comic
for efforts to hide tallness only
excite laughter.

Many past heroes like Napoleon,
Hitler and Rommel, etc,, were short-
statured. Itis very rare that we
find an instance when a tall man
fails to attract the attention of the
street urchins. Moreover, a short
man 1s very active, he looks young
and gav. He is quicker, smarter
and - has the better of his taller
brother.

During the last World War zome
Japanese were digging a trench,
when suddenly a batch of Americans
ran into the post, The Americans
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promptly threw a hand grenade at
the Japanese. The bomb landed
amidst the surprised Japs. One
of the Japanese nearest to the
bomb dived at it and threw it
back at the Americans, It exploded

richt over their heads and the
tables  were completely turned.
To he so accurate and quick-

witted as to hurl back the bomb
in nothing more than 4 seconds
( the time a bomb takes to explode
after the safety-pin is withdrawn)
isn't a joke. It requires smartness
and intellicence, which were the
only factors to possibly save the
Japanees from meeting their doom.
Japanese are a short-statured
people. Little wonder, therefore,
if they are very very active,

Our hostel beds cause no end of
trouble to tall people. They are
made for normal students. A tall

Tune-July 1956

man has to shrink to the length of
the hed so as to look like a capital 5,
or otherwize his extremes 1.e. head,
and feet, lie dangling as if he were
a agsee-saw, HHe risks indigestion,
insomnia and an aching neck.

I wonder if the tall people have
any useful purpose to serve except
when they are asked to fix a hulb
or adjust a curtain. NoOt a very
full time or dignified employment

by any means. What cannot,
however, be cured, must be endured.
My sympathies, therefore go to

my less fortunate friends who are
too tall for an easy conscience.

(Sour Grapism, perbaps, or the pigmy’s
Lhicence ! We do not, however, grudge the
writer of this article a solid hour's escape
fraom reality, during which he was
employed in  writing  this  interesting
article, We hope some tall gentleman
will take up the challenge and retaliate
in kind, Ed.}

Disraeli defined

calamity thus :

in one debate.

Gladstone

DIZZY Vs. GLADSTONE

the difference between a misfortune and a
“If Gladstone fell into the Thames, that would be a

misfortune; if anybody pulled him out, that would be a calamity.”

“Mr. Disraeli cannot possibly be sure of his facts,” thundered
“T only wish,” was the reply, “that
I could be as sure of anything as my opponent is of everything.”
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This is Somaliland

by

Saeed ﬂfﬁu”ah

Enclosed by the prohibitive boun-
daries of Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya
and the Red 3Sea, Somaliland has
gained a place of mmportance on
the map of Africa. Somaldand’s
struggle to win its freedom through
words, slogans, blood, toil, tears
and sweat was directly hit by
political organisations and foreign
domination, and the shackles of
slavery wetre =0 vinlently fastened
that the young generation of to-day
has o wav out and has to tolerate
all sorts of injustices. The foreigners
have ultimately, for their own good,
divided the couniry into three
governments, namely, the British,
the French and the Italian Gowvts.,
in order to establish and strengthen
their imperialistic  haold  agamst
the internal and hostile forees set
against them.

In my country, peuple are kept
completely iliterate by our foreign
masters. We do realise that so
long as the source of virtue, whe-
ther individual or national, moral
or intellectual, physical or mental,

namely education, 1s obstructed,
we will continue to be frustrated

in our eforts to win freedom.

But the simple realization of this
necessity cannot help the cause of
education. Realization of this need
and appropriate action at the same
time are the sure way to the single
product of success, solidarity, {ree-
dom and prosperity. We have
been, therefore  on the

alert all along to unite and not to
yield, because wherever there 13 a
will there 13 a wav, Indeed, 1t 1
a  blessing to be a self-deciding
nation having a great future.

[Jue to extensive hills, drv valleys
and  jungles it has hecome an
anerous task to have en adeguate
system of communication, the whole
country being linked together bw
unmacadamised roads, The construc-
fionn of  railways s oan almost
impossible task, The country s
blessed  with  heavy rains for
six  consccutive months, but lack
of rivers has broken the back ol
the helpless nomads who are seen
traversing  hundreds of miles tor
duvs and davs together in search
of  waier., But  for this
Factor, Seevalland wonld hove heen
calted "Little Kashroir” for fertlity
aticl Cumels, sheep, goats
and  cows are found inomilhuns,
There are no buffaloes. To introduce
this lovable animal nnmy country,
will be something novel, My land
is the land of nature where wild
animals roam They almost consti-
tute the 4th  Governmont—the
Wild Somuliland. Before T conctude
I should like to remove ane oF Lwo
prevalent misconceptions, O one
orcazion, in the scorclurmy hot davs
of  June, [ was sitting
tain shop fanping myvsel
a child entered and took his sead
beside me. From  the expression
of his face I could see that he

RSB ENITE

BCOTIOTY

R T S G B

whoi

wanted to say something particular,
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He asked, “By the way, when did was wise enough to provide us
vou come from the sun ?#7 [ told with such thrlling colour of which
him that [ had never been there. we are proud. Another superstition
He continued saying that 1t was found here 18, that naked tribes
his father who told him that all and cannibalism still exist in the
Alricans had wvisited the sun and jungles of Africa. This i1z quite
it was due fo this fact that they unfounded and fabulous. Kindly
were black, and that he was won- hear 1t through one ear and let 1t
derstruck  fo see me fan myzelf pass through the other,  Of course
Later on I met his father and we are hundred per cent Muslims
requested him fo explam the situa- there, 90%, of whom are Sunnies.
tion, He said that what he actually The combined population of all
meant was that Africa was on the the three partz of Somabland s
Lauatar. 4,874,000, inhabiting  an area of

3.31060 =quare miles.
I requested him to explain whe-

ther America was on the Fquator The major languages are 5S¢ mall
or not and whether the Egyptians and Arabic.  They know very little
of Africa were black or grey. He aliout Pakistan,  Ch. Mohammad
answered  that 1t was his father Zafrullah - Khan —the redoubtable
whe R t;_}.;-_[ lim so and that hohter for the treedom of Islamic
he Himserf kaew DLttle abovut ihose countries, 15, however, a houschold
places. name and children are named after
him. Phie attachment of my people
This 15, he Gwever, the predomi- toy Islams and Muoshims and Pakistan
nant supersiition i the Indo-Pak can be Judeod from the fact that
sub-continent.  or your mlborma- when  Qaid-i-Millat - Liagat Al
tion: 1 may add that the masimum Khan was sssossinated, the whole
temperature ever recarded 1n Soma- country  went inte mourning  for
Hland s 8050 . and that nature three davs.

In Bernard Newman'’s The New F.H'{ pe, he ieclls the storv of a
professor at a cosmop: ditan univers .'n.‘-,’ W ;1&} sit 1iis class to writing a  thesis
an the general ~uhn:|:1 of “"The Elephant.” ‘T'ne Fnglishman devoted his
essay to The Et‘zphan‘i: and How to Hunt Hm‘l The Frenchman considered
”th Strange Love Life of the Elephant.” The (:-rm:m entitled his iract
“Are Elephants Aryan-—and Can '_i}w Be Eatens 7 The Russion produced
“The Elephant— Does It Exist?’’ The Pole, whose piece was as long as all
the nthers put together, wrote on “'The Elephant and the Polish Question.”
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The College Round-up

The Convocation was held on the
17th of June in the College Hall.
The solemn and digrufied ceremony
was coniducted in an atmosphere of
simple propriety and grace. The
credit for this creditable perfor-
mance goes to Mr, Naseer Ahmad
Khan, the rednuhbtable convener of
the convocation Committee. The
most welcome feature of the junc-
rion was the brisk round of cold
drinks that slowly developed into a
regular merry-go-round.

The College Hall.

Our great hall 15 almost ready,
It iz a vast and commaodious struc-
ture, enough to accomodate about
1500 to 2,000 people. The hall,
like the rest of the building 15 a
syrnbol of solidity, efficiency and
grace and has been bonlt !.hmu;;h the
personal effort and interest of
Hazrat Sahibzada Wirza Nasir
Ahmad, the Principal. The huge
building is a monument of the
labour of love putin by him over
a number of years.

College Union :
The union held its Urdu decla-

mation contest on the eve of Conve-
cation.  Messrs Hafiz Omar,
Munawar Ahmad and Ata-ul Karim
stond first, second and third respec-
tively.

Professors Akhwand M. Abdul
Qadir, Soofi Basharatur Rehman
and Choudhri Muhammad Al
addressed the union on the import-

ance of the Epglish language to the
students, vis-a-vis the University
and the competitive examinations.
Maulana Abul Ata spoke on
Baha-ism.

Staff ;

Mr. 8. M. Shalud goes on two
years' study leave for his Ph. D.  He
will he conducting his research at
the Birmingham University, We
wish him luck and laurels, free
passage and plain sailing. The
arrival of Mirza Khurshid Ahmad
and Ch. Naseer Ahmad (both old
boy) has constderably strengthened
the English and Biology depart-
ments. Kunwar Idris, another dis-
tinguished old boy, 1s expected to
join after the vacation.

Fazal-i-Umar Hosiel :

The following changes were made
in the cabimet.

Prefects :
Messrs Muneer-ud-din Ahmad

Ata-ur-Rehman.

President Union :

Ch, Bashir Ahrmad

Secretary :
Ch. Javaed Ahmad.

Secretary Common Reom :

Mr. Saced Abdullah.

President Mess Committee :
Mr. Muneer-ud-din Ahmad.

Secretary :
Mz. Muneer Ahmad Khan.
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The uninn arranged an outdoor

function at  Bur). Professors
Basharatur Rehman, Muhammad
Ali, Habibullah Khan, Naseer

Ahmad Khan, Zafar Ahmad and
Mubarak Ahmad also participated
besides a number of non-resident
and all the tesident students.
The Hostel admissions are going
on apace and the rooms and
corridors which  looked deserted
hefore are wearing a look of bus
activity and the endless hum of
our bath-room singers continues to
silence the howling winds of June
mto reluctant breeze under the
shower baths.

Scilence Society :

Patrons 1 Professors Mian Ataur
Rehman and 5. M. Shahid.

M. A, Cheema.

The annual function of
Soclety was a great success.
Head of the Science Faculty,
Government, College, Lyallpur
delivered an interesting and most
revealing lecture on ‘Atomic
Energy’. Prof. Naseer Ahmad Khan
read a paper on his impressions
of the Science Congress at Dacea.

President +

the
The

Kabaddi :

President : Mr, Mahfoozur
Rehman.

Captain : Muhammad Sadeeq.

Secretary © Basheer Ahmad
Cheema.

Qur team did 2 wonderful job of
work by defeating the F. C. College,
Lahore and Government College
Mianwali in the University tourna-
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ment, We were, however, defeated
bv the Champions of the tourna-
ment Let us hope to do better
next time.

Volley Ball :

President ! Mr.  Mahfoozur
Kehmamn.

Captain : Ch. Basheer Ahmad.

Secretary :  Shah  Muhammad
Faizi.

The team defeated 2 number of
Colleges in a row in the University
Tournament.  We, however, lost
to the best team in the University.
Better luck next time !

The Hiking and Mountaineering
Club,

ﬁllf’resident ' Prof, Ch, Muhammad
i,

Vice-Fresident

Ataur Rehman
Paracha.

Secretary :  Abdul Mannan, -

Brisk preparations are being
made for the proposed trip to
Swat. The club's athliation te All-
Pakistan Youth Hostels Assoclation
has been sanctioned.

The Proctorial System :

The Proctorial system has been
enforced in the College with effect
from the first of May, 1956, Prof,
Basharatur Rehman M,A., shall be
the Chief Proctor, Prof. Hameed-
ullah Khan will be the Proctor.
They wil be assisted by the
Proctorial monitors whose names
are given below ;
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Raja Muhammad Aslam, Ataur

Rehman,  Munceruddin Ahmad,
Muhammad Akram, Shah Muhan-
mad  Faizi, Muohammad  Sualtan

Akbar—IV Year,

Rushid Ahmad, Muhammed Afzal,
Ayyaz Mahmood, Gholam Muham-
mad and Muneger Ahaad Khain—

Il Year.

The system has been  introduced
with effect froma, hst ot May, 1930
on an orgaitsed  sonle
the  Chilege

Lo SUD2EViSe
activities  of
students outside the
the College, particularly alter the
(ilteze hoarvs,  The students wall
be expected to carry iheir iduntity
cards, wear the College  insignia
andfor  the College uniform and
should in addition carry the written
permission of their guardians it

the

premises of
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thev go aut during the prohibited
hours, A strict wateh  will be
kept over the TDbehaviour of the
students at public and other places
of interest,  The Chief Proctor
ared his  staft  will see  that the
students do not smoke, clap, go
to cinema houses and visit places
which have been declared out of
bounds, An eflort will be made
tr nculcate among  them regard
for  decent  behaviour and Islamic
cticuette and decorum in general
and congregational pravers in parti-

calar., Students wiil be aliowed to

g oul  only during hxed hours.
Oceasionel  Inscection of  the
residences  of  the dov scholars
witl bhe carried out by the Chief
Practor, e  will also send
regular reparis 1o the Principal

and recommend appropriate action,

v AS

The village idiot bought a book describing inexpensive fabricated
houses and became so fascinated with the gubject that he drew his last
penny out of the bank and ordered a house by mail. Some weeks later he
wrote a bitter note of protest to the manufacturer: that his house was a

complete failure,

Ap inspector came to investigate, and roared, “You

loony, you've put up the whole thing upside down.” '“Oh, that’s

the trouble,
I kept falling off the porch!™

s it ?" pondered the befuddled customer,

"“No wonder
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