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Individual Prizes in Punjabi Debate

L.aceq Ahmad Abid
First Prize from Govt. College Tala Gung.
Third prize from Muncipal College Gojra.
Consolation prize from Govt College Lyallpur.
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Open any newspaper these days and what are the items that make
the headlines—politics and its concomitant troubles (war, actual and cold,
P.O.W. problems, etc.), laber strikes, students’ unrest, accidents (the ones
"more geiy and spectacular than the others), crimes of every description,
etc., etc,. rarely any goed pilece of news. The common factor in all
these is of course man, and if he is in so much trouble everywhere, I
wonder if we could not bring him some relief, How ¢ In our daily
workaday life we come into constant centact with kim (unless we are of
the hermit type!). Well, I believe that if we could show more tolerance,
kindness and understanding to him, it would go a long way into comba-
ting all the unhappiness and disillusion, frustration and sourness of this
world, or at least of the immediate world around us. Possibly three du-
ties are incumbent upon every man. To be thankful to his creator, to
take care of himself, and thirdly to be kind and censiderate to others. All

the rest is only literature.

*

Life is worth living inspite of, or rather I shcould say because of,
all its troubles and hazards and reverses; it’s worth bving. There are
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two main ways of looking at difficulties and ‘headaches’. One is to
allow them to dampen our spirit, to give in to despondency and despair,
and generally to shirk away irom facing the facts. This is the way
which leads to the grave. The other is to consider difficulties and set-
backs as challenges to our spirit, to our god-given faculties, to our indi-
viduality and to face them squarely and bravely. This is the way to
success. People who resort to the first solution, if solution it can be
called, are only exfising whereas those who choose the secend way are
living. There is no other way to solving problems apart f{rom look-
ing them straight in the face, and applying our keenest attention
to them. And remember difficulties which give us headches are only
simple problems which are magnified by the halo of fear we have allowed
to grow round them. To take an extreme case -if we are im for a hiding,

well let’s take it now, rather than think about it through sleepless nights and
take it alterwards.

And talking about problems, I remember reading an interview which
the famed conqueror of Everest, Sir Edmund Hillary, once gave. To the
question as to why he had done that feat, his answer was simple, yetone
umpregnated with the indomitable spirit of Man, with a capital m. His reply
was, ‘‘Because it was there.”” That’s all; it was there and he took it
as a personal challenge, and he conquered it, That reminds me of a say-
ing of the Tamil poet Tirouvaluvar, (if 1 remember right): “It 1s a
challenge to thee to make thyself what thou knewest thou cans’t be.”

So that’s it. Tife is a challenge. Take it up as a man and give
in vour very best. Nothing is impossible ; wipe that word off your dic-
tionary and that scowl off your face, At worst things might be very hard
and very bad, but nothing, or then very few things, are really impossible
in this everyday world of ours, After all, a life of unbroken ease would be
monotonous like hell and would quickly bore us to death,

Troubles and reverses and difficulties are the spice of life.
Life is worth living. Hurrah fer those who pick up the gauntiet !

*__.._

This issue, long overdue and the last one under my editorship, does
not contain much in the way of original and stimulating reading. This

is due largely to my own limitations for the post I was mistakenly
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given. I would, however, wish that next session sees more contributors
to this section coming forward. The Urdu section has always been oversupp-
lied with material, whereas this section has likewise always had to battle

for survival.

Something else that will be noticed is that some of the articles in
this issue taste of staleness. This is somewhat inevitable when events
move so fast and when the gathering of viable material takes so long.
It is moreover actually difficult for a publication of this kind to hope
for topicality., What would help In this respect, and this is my consi-
dered opinion, is some sort of weekly or bi-moenthly gazette, of the kind
already so successful in certain other institutions. Such a publication
would offer many advantages. Apart from providing a medium for dis-
cussing national and international affairs of the day, it would also be a
forum for discussing college news, and students’ needs, for reporting campus
happenings, etc. Moreover announcements and postings, from the direction
of the college could also find a place in it. As far as the financial side
is concerned, it need worry no one. The manuscript could be stencilled
and cyclostyled, which would cut the cost te a practical one.

Of course this is only a suggestion, albeit a strong one. The final
decision rests with the concerned authorities.
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What's the use of worrying?

It never was worthwhile,

Se pack up your troubles in your old kit-bag,
And smile, smile, smile.

Ceorye Asaf



THE IMPAGT OF SPORTS

( A Retrospection )

On the eve of my life (I call it ‘eve’ because 1 am nearing the destin-
ed end of the calculated span of three scores and ten) while 1 ponder
sver what made me the being I am, certain events strike me as signifi-
cantly prominent. I recognize their influence on my life and feel pleasure
in recalling and recounting them. I am sure, Mr. Editor, their presenta-
tion to vou and your readers will not be without interest.

Man, it is said, is the arcubitect of his own fate, This fate, 1 be-
lieve, is not something imposed on man, but the result of his own doings
and the outcome of his omissions and commissions, It is man’s reaction
to the incidents of his life, his handling of situations and response to
opportunities, that make his fate. But to me it seems that I was born
for a definite career. My preparation for this carcer started early in my
life without any censciousness on my part, till gradually 1 acquired the re-
quisite qualifications for it. My aptitude for games, particularly for cricket,
has always been a source of strength to me. 1 had opportunities in life
when I could demonstrate this aptitude. Having found fullest manifesta-
tiop it left an impact on my life which can hardly be exaggerated. DBut
i shall have to be explicit, Mr. kditor.

I am speaking of my aptitude jor games and cricket-mindedness.
Simultaneously with this spirit, if not earlier, appeared my interest in re-
ligion that was to restrain my vagaries in the domain of sports and to
mould my life in a particular direction. Here I am reminded of an inci-
dent in my life that may testify to my observance of the tenets el Islam
even in my early youthiul days. It was summer, rather a cruel summer
and we were playing a full-day cricket match when I was fasting. This
impressed my muslim teachers at least, 1o such an extent that they were
never to forget my devotion to religion. Years after I had left the portals
of my college when 1 met Prof, lkram Ullah, our cricket incharge in
those days, 1 asked him if he could recognize me. «How could 1 forget

a true Muslim like you, who I remember, played cricket keeping., fast
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in spite of the most trying weather” was his reply. My interest in rehgion
enabled me to acquire sufficient knowledge of theology while I was still
in my teens, Among the books that 1 found most illuminating in the
beginning was the Ahmadiyya Pocket-book’ compiled by Malik Abdur-
Rahman Khadim (of blessed memory). As it turned out apd 1 am talking
of 1928-29, when most of your readers, Mr. Iditor, were not yet born,
late Khadim Sahib, was still a first year student, incredulously for me, ol
course, who, in view of his learned articles and speeches had taken him
for an elderly and venerable oriental scholar. To cut short, Mr. LIditor,
Khadim Salib was a member ef the Gujiat College Cricker team which
contested our claim to zonal Championship at Jammu. I had the honour
of leading my college XI, with trundlec-like Nisar, (5.M. Nisar, recognized
as one of the fastest bowlers of the world, since deceased) among the side. We
dismissed the Gujrat College rather cheaply but Agha Raza (C.5.P., now
retired) pulled his side out of the tight corner they were in, and the game osten-
sibly tilted in their favor, Raza was driving without let or hindrance
when all of a sudden one of his fastest straight drives struck my hand
to cling to it, as it seemed. Tables were turned and we won the match
we might have lost. I remember the details of the contest tc this very
day and so does Mr, Agha Raza. We had not met cach other tor about
a5 years after this encounter. No wonder them, if Mr. Agha Raza, our
Divisional Commissioner, to whom I was introduced by a commen f{riend
i1 1966-67, could not recegnize me, now a grey-bearded headmaster, by ap-
pearance. DBut such is the force of assoclations in the field of sports
that he still remembered vividly the captain of his opponents who had
brovght their downfali. When reminded that I cherished the game ! played
against him in 1928 at Jammu, he ejaculated, It mean you are Mr,
ibrahim’’. And that I was. This renewal of associaticn brought us closer
e, cach other in later life and Agha Raza never failed to show me trem-
endous consideratien thereafter.

Incidently, the Principal of our Jammu College was equally interest-
ed in cricket and had a special regard for my keenness, tact and sports-
manship, as he called it, I was not admittedly a very good student of
Economics but he wanted me to avail myself of the state scholarship and
do my M.A. at Lahore in that subject to retarn to the college as lec-
turer. But that was not to be and it causes me no regret.

I joined the Central Training Coliege at Lahore where I carried my
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reputation as a cricketer and continued showing zeal and interest in the
game. Principal Parkinson, himself a keen cricketer, would willingly join
friendly college contests and members of the staff, Maulvi Abdul Hamd,
Sufi Tabassam, Mr. Khosla and ceveral others would vie with another
to find places in the team with a view to impressing the Principal with
their sporting talents which was deemed to be an extra qualification for pro-
motion. Principal Parkinson, going out of his way, granted me a stipend
purely meant for academic achievements oOn the basis of my contribution
te college sports and Maulvi Abdul Hamid, my professor of English, later
appointed as Divisional Inspector of schools, sent me an appoirment to
join a government school’s staff as soon as 1 passed out, thereby showing
his recognition of my talents. But again fate willed etherwise.

As a true Ahmadi who should visit the centre off and on, I prevailed upon
Principal Parkinson to send the colsge team to Qadian for a friendly
game. Cricket in Qadian in those days was still in its infancy and that
is why they scored a paltry 10 conceding me a fabulous reputation as a bowler.
The result of the match brought me to the notice of Hazrat Sahib (Khalifatul
Masih II, may Allah be pleased with him) who deputed Hazrat Maulvi
Muhammad Din the then Headmaster of T. I. High Scheol (now Sadr, Sadr
Anjuman) to fetch me to his school. I shall be reaching a head of my
story if 1 were to go into the details of this mission. OSuffice 1t to say
that I was at last on the staff of the schiool on Dec. 15, 1920,

At Qadian, cricket formed a part of our life during the thirties.
Almost every Yyoungman that mattered was a member of the Qadian
Cricket Club, Q.C.C, as we called it. That I had at one time a cricket
bat in common with the most revered personality of owr day, Hazrat
Khalifatul Masih III, is more than a matler of pride for me.

At Rabwah our sporting habits and character continued influencing
all these who had any concern with sperts. Our District Headmasters’
Association would often entrust to me the enviable job of umpiring the

cricket matches in preference to other available and otherwise qualified ums-
pires. Qometimes even schools pitted against my own school would press
me into umpirig, ané avoid however much 1 would, they would not con-
cede. They even installed me as their President {for a term or two.
Faith apart, ties of sincere friendship and mutual consideration, understand-
ing inspired and prompted them te approach Hazrat Sahib with a view
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to obtaining his willingness to grace the farewell party they had planned
to arrange on my superannuation in 1969,

In harness or superannuated, I believe, Mr. Editor a sportsman always
keeps his association with sports alive. It becomes, as if it were, his
second nature, And I am indeed indebted to your worthy Principal,
whose personal presence in the spcrts field is a great acquisition for
the college, for providing me the requisite facilities for satisfying my
sporting instinct by keeping me on the organizational side of the Divisional
Basketball Association to this day. Reviewing subjectively the part played
by sports in one’s life, Mr, Editor I can say without fear of contradiction that
it contributes a lot to making you active, considerate and fair-minded. The
impression that sportsmen are never good at studies, 1s untenable at least
in my case, You can at once be a good student and a good spertsman,
and if I am allowed to put it, win distinction as allround best student,

as I did in my college days.

Muhammad Tbrahim

(Retired Headmaster)
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To see a World in a grain of sound,
And a Heaven in a wild flower,
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand,
And Eternity in an hour.
—-William Blake



Ehalid Ahmad Ala
F.Sc. 1f
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We often come across this term now-a-days whenever we discuss the
Indo-Pak ecrisis. In fact every developed and under-developed country
has its own propaganda machmery which aetually stands for falsehood.
tn the last general eclections every one of us watched processions shouting
their own and most of the leaders making speeches for nothing but to
erind their owa axe,

tn the following lines, I shall tell you what ‘propaganda’ means

and how vou can be successful in this field.

Propaganda is the art of making nonsense scem desirable. It is
a very old art; people practised it even 2500 years ago. In the past 50
years it has been developed to such an extent that it is very easy lo
acquire it now.

1t does not matter how black is the lie that you want the people to accept
as truth you can successfully put 1t over if you observe a few clementary rules.
Firstly, tell your lie loudly ; Secondly, tell itin the simplest language which even
the mentally subnormal could grasp. Thirdly, tell it again and again, at frequent
intervals, without introducing any confusing variations 1n the formula you
use. Fourthly, make sure that your propaganda involves hating somebody
(it does not matler particularly who, but bhate is a pleasurable and a
very blinding emotion). Fifthly, make sure that you enlist the supporters
of your society—pick pockets, sneak-thieves, black-mailers and other notorious
people who are too lazy to work and therefore prey on those who do.
Such people are very helpful because they hate and are jealous of the

intelligent and competent people who are your chief’ danger.

To achieve quick and good result, make full use of radio-vans,
Send them around the town and country-side, each one staffed with a
hoarse-voiced announcer shricking your slogans in an urgent, excited veice.
Intelligent people will think it is a running dog-fight and will not even
locok out of the window, but the mass of the people will be drawn, Use

B



gramophone records of people shouting slogans in chorus ; have easily
remembered words and tunes which are song-like, and the children
will pick them up and sing in the streets, Repetition of these songs and
slogans at least once every hour will lead to good results,

Organize mass rallies and provide the public with free transport,
flags and free refreshments., It is no loss because the people themselves

pay in the end, but they will think that they are getting something for
nothing and will come aloeng for the ride and refreshments. Make wviolent
emotional speeches; avoid truth mostly and fill the newspapers with your
lies ; do not care whether they are credible or not ; you will gradually
build up an atmosphere of belief by repetition. But to do this, you
must suppress all opposition. Newspapers and magazines which tell the truth
about you, should be banned and regarded as traitors to the people.
Individuals who speak against you must be imprisoned (accuse them of
corrupt practices or anything else. You will be able to appoint plenty
of witnesses from among the parasites who support you). If you fail to
imprison them, see that some of your supporters beat them up so severely
that they are unable to oppose you any further. It will be excused by
the public as an excess of labour in the cause of ‘the people’. Always
speak in the sacred name of ‘the people’ Nobody will be able to prove
that you do not in fact represent them because the idea that ‘the people’
have a voice is a myth.

Take a few lessons in arithmetic; you will then know how te
multiply a group of twenty students demonstrating outside an office
by ten,

Be careful about making speeches to learned students, i.e. from Bachelors
upwards. This means that you will have to check your mind because you
will find that a considerable number of students are intelligent and will
not be ready to swallow your usual line of talk. If you are not confideni
of your ability to do this, do not make speeches to the university
students : attack the problem in a different way—e.g. by seeing to it that
the students who are too intelligent for your purposes fail to pass their
university examinations and thus have to leave the university.

Become an expert in double-talk by reading the speeches and
writings of famous and successful propagandists. Language is your best
tool; so that it is quite possible for you to claim that you are building
up your country when in fact you are ruining it; or to make yourself
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out to be a greal champion of liberty and independence, while you are
crushing the liberty of the people and the independence of the minorities
in your country. There is a vast and profitable field for you in such

double-talk. It can get you out of any corner. For instance, if your
people are starving because you refuse foreign aid in the building up
of industries in your country, nothing is easier than to blame the food-
shortage on foreign interference.

Be bold and self - confident! Do not pay any attention to people
who warn you against rashness and recklessness.

If you know how to play the propaganda game, you arc safe !

But remember the truth is disastrous : once the white light of truth
shines into your hates and slogans, beware !
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Nothing in excess
—1In the temple at Desphe

Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready

man ; and writing an exact man.
— Framic Becon

We have ne more right to consume happiness without producing it

than to consume wealth without producing it.
| —Bernard Shaw
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M., Bk ﬁa;aa-z.
F. Sc. 11

Introducing Mauritius

Mauritius is a small “island of volcanic origin of 720 square miles.
Situated in the Indian ocean at about 1500 miles to the east of Madagascar,
it is commonly known as the *"Star and the Key’’ of the Indian ocecan—
as a consequence of its strategic position and of its beauty. Moreover, it is
one of those countries which have just been freed from the bitter bondage of
colonization, as it achieved its independence on the 12th of March 1968.

Despite its smallness, Mauritius is divided into nine districts, the largest
one being ‘Centre de Flacq’. One of the districts, situated in the North
is the capital. It bears its name Port-Louis after the French king Louis X1V,
It serves both as the sole harbour of the country and as a trading centre.
The bustle of activity begins early in the moving and ends late  in the
night. The chief. traders are mostly muslims and chinese. The muslims
always daring and religious and the chinese always secretive 'but  hard-
working. For air services the island is equipped with a ~spacious and
adequate airport lying in its southern part.

The population which is made up of different ethnic groups amounis
to about 800,000 people (Karacki already has & pop. of four mibhion. So one
can have & piciure of the island’s populaiion size) and is increasing yearly
despite the persistent efforts of the Mauritius Family Planning to curb down
the birth rate. The Hindus, who are in majority amount to 475,000 ; next to
them comes the general population, that is to say chinese and christians,
The latter make up a figure of 250 000, and the minority of the island
is represeated by the 130,000 Muslims. |

As far as culture is concerned, we find that Mauritius has got a
fusion of cultures, The Hindus are still satisfied with their Indian culture ;
the creoles seem more than ever proud of their African culture and the
whites at all cost maintain the western culture. (This western culture,
howsver, we must say, ts asseriing ilself more and more. The young sct
of alb the groups merge logether as far as dress and mannerisms are concerned

and it would be difficult to distinguish them from youmg europeans. T hesr
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way of thinking also is occident type due to the wesi-geared educational system
and the sufluence of the mass-media. £d.) Hence it is a place where takes
place the marriage of East and West. Five times a day one may hear
the shrilling voice of the muazzim from the minarets; on Sundays the
bells of the churches answer to one another; and New Year witnesses the
cavadee of the Tamils, the Divali of the Hindus and the New Year of the
Chinese later on, What i1s more gratifying is that at a particular party one
is able to see the dazzling panorama produced by the large variety of sarees,
minis and maxis.

Most symbolical of Mauritius are its beaches. The chrome sand,
the green filaos (or casuvarinas a wvariety of evergreen that thrives well on
sandy soil and so 1s wsed to protect the beaches Jrom sca-erosson) and
the blue sea eclectrify the heart of the holiday-maker with joy. And
the cool air coupled with the indolent breeze from the sea usually lulls
one to sleep. For accomodation purposes, are scatiered here and there
beautiful hotels which cater for any kind of diet, Indian, European or
Chinese.

Yes, it is in Mauritius that can be seen the seven-coloured earth.
It is found at Chamarel in the southern part of the couniry and appears
like the forgotten carpet of some shah or kine. Every vear thousands
of tourists visit this charming spot and eather specimen of the carth as
souvenir. Besides Chamarel, there is also the dazziingly beautiful Pamplemouses
garden. It is the second biggest botanical earden of the Indian ocean.
Therein is also found the skeleton of the first sugar mill built in Mauritius,
a very crude though ingenicus deyicie,

The people are multilingual, but they speak French most of the
time English is used as an official medium of communication. But the
common language for both the literates and the iliiterates remains ‘‘creole’
which is some sort of bastardized French. With this lingua franca is
usually linked one of the most terrifiic touristic aspect of the island, the
vSega’. (‘Terrific’ is the word. The greal attraction of this dance comes parily
from the stromp  sexual undertome, seen  inm b original  from, present
sn ¢l Ld) It is a primitive dance of African origin, firmly srounded in
the folklore of the land, and loved by visitors as well,

Both Eastern and Western cultures are deeply felt. As a matier
of fact, Mauritius is a musuem ef cultures a theatre of languages, a sea
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of friendship and a boat of unforgettabled reams.

Though mostly accurate, the picture drawn by Mr. Khedarun
is however highly idyllic. The other side of the story needs
also be told for a more thorough grasp of the situation. The
political climate 1s very unstable, to say the least, The coa-
lition government in power since after independence, has
postponed the next general elections to 1974, Meanwhile @&
radical leftist party has made its appearance and is actively
campaining for a change of iegime. It commands the loyalty
of an evergrowing number of intellectuals, including the students,
and is already making its power felt through recurring labour
strikes. On the economic front the country s fighting a grim
battle. The main foreign exchange earner is sugar, with tourism
now competing for the second position with tea. (Incidentally
the tea is of quite high standard and 1s on demand on foreign
markets.) The unemployment rate is high and many new
industries (soap, edible oil, shoese, eic.) have heen opened to
mect the situation. Diversification of agriculture and livestock
farming are also being experimented with seriously. The govern-
ment is also encouraging emigraiion to reduce the large number
of educated but unskilled unemployed on its hands, All in
all it is the classic picture of developing countries, and one
can only wish that tiny and beautiful country the best in its
fight for progress and prosperity. Ed.]

Ny

8

So many gods, so many creeds,

So many paths that wind and wind,
When just the art of being kind,

Is all this sad world needs.

-8, W. Wilcox
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nsiasts, or should we say ‘lovers’,

do 3ty Aoue

The night is dark, the wind

colder than ever; the train

TRolling en with jolts; silumber

Prevails over the moving caravan; All

Gink deep into their berths; but

‘My weary mind thinks on: my e€yes

Glance at her; in thaughté

1 recognise her; in thoughts
My beloved ; what would

‘Happen when we part; 2 chill

Runs down my Spine; oh ! darling,

1 can never leave Yyou, NEVET,

In all my life; my heart wrung,
My hair torm, my- feet worn, 1 did
All to get you; how, then, can
We part, me and you; Iny dear,

Dear, old Suzuki,

Abwmad Riaz Thabal

B. A. 1.

(Ed. Ome wonders if Mr. Thabal is in the tradition of these cat

their glittering machines to the detriment of all else.
4 means to an end becomes an end in itself. We would be sorry if this

were the casej.
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Our Duties Today

Today our nation is facing such a tragedy that there is no need._l
to repeat it here. Every Pakistani is forced to think what were the real
causes of this situation. We cannot find suech a defeat in Islamie history.
How did it happen? It seems to be something impossible, Our Army has':
been defeated by those who have never in history, won any war. Thnugh_'
it is a fact, yet our minds do not accept it. What is the real cause
behind it? There may be many causes behind it. The main cause seems
to be our negligence towards our duties. So, if we are determined to
convert this defeat into victory, we shouid be active and mote efficient ™’
than before, towards our duties.

The question which actually arises here is, ‘“What are our duties?
The ultimate goal of Pakistan is a sound, solid and cohesive nation able
to play its destined role in the world community. This can be achieved only
if we, students, are loyal and hard-working. If we develop the qualities
of a student now, then only will we be able to develop the qualities of
a Teader in practical life. On the other hand if we want to develop our abilities
and faculties, we need guidence as to ways and means, we should have |
a guide. Our Holy Book is our best guide. Shame on us who do not
seek puidance from a God-given gift and resort to the shameful ways
and customs of a corrupt west. i

Now, considering the duties of students we should be very care-
ful. Students are the iuture leaders of a nation.’ What we learn in
school and' college vears, to a large extent, mould our ways of thinking
and consequently our behaviour for life. We can never, or then with much
difficulty, diverge from our developed habits. Looking ahead we can see
that in the next two or three decades, the present leaders of opinion, holders of
responsible posts, ranging from teachers to statesmen and including agriculture,
commerce and industry big shots, will need replacing. Who will be there to fill
these posts but these young peopie who are now in the schools and colleges?
The foregoing might be a trite statement, but it can never he repeated
enough. “The young-men of today will be the big men of tomorrow”.
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(Unless they all die young, which is highly improbable |) Hence the need,
if we want good (in all the counotations of the word) leaders in all
fields of tomerrow, to have good and hard-working students today.

Today, at this critical juncture, our duties "have been doubled.
How? Firstly we should work very hard and should be very very keen in our
studies. Secondly, we should prepare ourselves for duties towards the
state tomorrow. At the same time, we should also try to benefit {rom
our studies. It was once well said, that ‘‘a graduate in chemistry cannot
remove a staim from his trousers.” This actually means that we do not
benefit from our studies. Chemistry does not teach us to wash clothes.
Tt eertainly teaches us to tackle some incidents that occur in our daily
lifes. Similar 1s the case with Physics and other subjects,

: Broaching another aspect of the subject, we find that it is the
psychology of human nature, that if we respect someone, that person res-
ponds to our atitude and is attracted towards us. The majority of young
men today do pot respect their elders. A host of reasons could be given
for this state of affans : winds of change from the campuses of Europe
and America, grievances, real or imaginary, wearing away of the traditional
ties and bonds of kinship, etc. But, suppose we respect those to whom
we. owe respect for instance our teachers. They will naturally come closer
to us, help us more readily in our studies and generally be more helpful
than otherwise. If a class has some respect for its teacher, that teacher
will teach them with more interest. Thus an afiliation is developed. This
case is similar to the case of twe friends. One loves to help the other,
Simitarly the teacher will help the class. This is how they can learn
more, from the experienced ones. We know how much we respect our
teachers! Thank God our teachers are not of the type, who take revenge.
Our obedience today will benefit us in our practical life, tomorrow. Thus
we should be obedient to eur seniors.

To sum up, our shoulders have been bent by our heavy duties.
We should try to straighten ourselves, lest we fali. We should perform
our duties with utmost skill and ardowr. In the meantime we should

also pray to our God All-Mighty to help us in bearing the responsibilities
and in.- preparing ourselves accordingly for them-—Amen.
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Tahdith-i-Nima’t
Chaudhri Mohammad Zafrullah Khan’s
| AUTOBIOGRAPHY

A Keview

by Prof. Qazi Muhammad Aslam

Chaudhri Muhammad Zafrullah Khan’s autobiegraphy is an unpre-
tentious and informed narrative of how the author advanced from position
to position, until he attained the present high post of President of the
World Court. Appropriately enough this 700-page record of Chaudhri Saheb’s
memoirs is called 7 ahdith-i-Ni'mat — A recital of graces received from Ged.
Very appropriately indeed, becapse the reader who goes through this most
absorbing story is left in no doubt at the end that hardly anything was
planned or deliberateby desired, but luck came after luck and opportunity after
opportunity. The author’s role was that of one who would use his God-given gifts
with judgement and discretion, and with courage and humility, becoming
a 1irue, practising, thinking, plain Mushm or Abhmadi Muslim. Chaudhri
Saheb has been devout in his religious loyalties and emotions since his
school and college days. With advancing years (now 80) he has only
deepened in his convictions and commitments. Destiny made Chaudhri Saheb
a companion of the Promised Messiah, on whom be peace, a devetee of
three of the Messiah’s caliphs in succession, and a servant of Islam and
Ahmadivyat who needed no coaxing or cajoling into the many rotes he
has played and continues to play in the service of the faith. A long
and illustrious life, may it ever be longer !

At every turn—or better at every rise—in his career, something
always happened—I mean happened to him. He never sought or contrived
anvthing for himself. Yet offer after offer—of work, of position, of some
responsible assignment came to him. FKach offer meant a new rise, a new
success, a new stepping-stone to something still higher. Who can narrate
(or read) such a story and yet not call it a recital of God’s graces?

I1

Every autobiography has its many sides. But few could have more sides
to it than this.

Outwardly or largely, a personal narrative, it is a public document
of great importance. It narrates—albeit undesignedly—the history of public
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events—one and all full of significance for masses of mankind and pertain-
ing now to one part of the world, now to another, now to the Indo-Pak
subcontinent, now to the Arab world, and now to the international com-
munity. It provides a key to many 2 major problem of our time—among
them, the problem of communal dissensions which resulted irresistibly in
the 1947 partition of the sub-continent. The blame for the partition
it places squarely on the shoulders of Gandhi and Nehru. And how con-
vincingly ! For only Chaudhri Saheb eould tell the world what reaily hap-
pened at the Round Table Conierences of 1930-32 where Indian leaders—
Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian, untouchable, all, rajahs and nawabs be-
sides—assembled to hammer out a workable political arrangement for a iree
Indian dominion. Gandhi attended the second RTC. There were meetings
beiween him and the Muslim delegation. It was a grand opportunity.
Differences were reduced to whether or not Muslims would have separate
electorates, Muslim anxieties had risen to a point at which muslimms—by
and large—thought they must be represented in the country’s legislatures
by men elected by Muslims. Gandhi said he agreed, only with one pro-
vision—Dr. Amnsari must agree 100. Gandhi’s agreement amounted to noth-
ing if it could be vetoed by a Muslim minority group-leader of his choos-
ing. This—it so happens—is typical of Hindu offers of agreement, of
co-operavion and so on. There is a way out always in reserve. In the
present case it was Dr. Ansari | Muslims like Ansari held 19§ to 3%{ mem-
bership of the Indian Congress and Mushis were about 25Y4 in the coun=
try. Muslims at large could not be vetoed by Muslims in the Congress.
When Gandhi said he agreed with the Muslim Delegation, did he really
agree 7 No ! Agreeing with a way out kept in safe reserve is not agree-
ing. But this is only the Hindu method—they agree only with reserva-
tions. This was brought out clearly by the dialogue between Gandhi and
Chaudhri Saheb which took place at one of the private meetings between
GGandhi and the Muslim Delegation. lf but Gandhi had played the game,
the history of the sub-continent could have been quite different.

Other public events narrated in the book are the UN debates on
Palestine, on the independence of Arab colonies of western powers in North
Africa, ard last but not least the several debates on Kashmir. The
first of tbe Kashmir debates akmost reached agreement on an immediate
plebiscite. This as Chaudhkri Saheb narrates, was sabotaged by a last
minute intervention of the British Prime Minister, Attlee. All these are
important public events about which we can read in this autobiography.

I11
But there is also the personal part of the story. True Chaudhri
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Saheb writes with dignity and restraint and possibly much of what he
wrote has been excised by his editors to keep the volume to a certain
size. FEven so we have interesting sidelights on his up-bringing, en the benign
influence of his parents, on his singular spontaneous devotion to his father
and mother, and especially to his mother. FYather, lawyer of great repute,
devout muslim who learnt the Holy Qur'an by heart even when somewhat
late in life, companion of the Promised Messiah, devotee of two Caliphs.
Quiet and dedicated, he gave up his legal practice when he was still in
the 50's to settle down in Qadian and give all his time to work for the
community—henorarily of course ! Mother, a most gedly woman, who led the
family in all major spiritual decisions, was fortified by her own spiritual
experiences, her inflaence reverberating far beyond the family circle, Her
sympathies were wide and indiscriminating. No wonder Chaudhri Saheb
writes with unique tenderness about her whenever the story requires it.
No wonder he describes with special tenderness, her last days and her
last moments. And no wonder, Chaudhri Sabeb’s first piece of formal
writing was a biography ot his mother. Both 'ather and mother, as also
Chaudhri Saheb’s grandfather, had the good fortune to perform the Haj.
Chaudhri Saheb had thereiore two great models in his own parents.

Of the spiritual experiences and the spiritual influence of Chaudhri

Saheb’s mother, the present reviewer is witness. We gratefully remember

the days when we lived in the same neighbourhood and benefitted from

her counsels and her amarzing concern in our welfare and the welfare of

our children. God bless her soul ! We know of many dreams of hers
which came true and we benefitted from her prayers, So, nobody need
think that the spiritual experiences attributed to the great lady in the
autobiography are the only ones to relate.

Chaudhri Saheb’s own experiences, his own true dreams, his prayers
which were accepted, and the help be received from God at all times of
difficulty are besides. The book provides many examples of faith in God—
faith that sustains and moves not only those whose faith 1t 15, but also
those who only live around.

I'N

Chaudri Saheb’s sharpness at argument became evident when he was
a teenager. It must have been already evident in childhood, but Chaudhri
Sabeb does not tell us anything about 1t.

The earliest we can go, is whep he had joined Government College,
Lahore and the first term report on his performance had reached home.
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Chaundhri Saheb himself was home for the long vacation. The report said—
the boy is very good in his subjects, but plays no games ! The father
read the report, sent for the sen and raised the subject of games. ‘“How
could I play games at college when I mever learnt to play any at school ?
Was not my time o cluttered up from morring to late in the evening
doing now this, now that that, I never could find any time for games? "
said Chaudhri Sahib in reply.  Father, writes Chaudri Saheb, heard the
reply and said nothing. I had won my first case !

A dimension very visible in the story is Chaudhri Saheb capacity
for friendship. A laudable appetite for human companionship produced a
large circle of Iriends, not all Ahmadis, not all Muslims or Indians or
Pakistanis, but people drawn from everywhere and from all classes and
creeds. A goud part of the narrative is devoted to descriptions of what
passed between hun and his friends and whatever good or ill happened
to them, all this evidence of his unalloyed affection and respect for human
beings as such. Among Chaudhri Saheb’s triends who fill the story is
Oscar Brunler, German born engineer who became settled in England,

Many of Chaudhri Saheb’s other iriends came to know OUscar. Chaudhri
Saheb undertook a voyage to England to see Oscar and Oscar himself
came to !nudia 1o see Chaudhri Saheb and saw the big Ahmadiyya Ga-
thering of the year at Qadian.

V

The book has other dimensions equally interesting. Not the least
of these is Chaudbri Saheb’s method—his appreach in all disputes, legal
or etherwise, at which he happened te assist as counsel, delegate or minister.
At the lahore High Court, bhe built himself the reputation of a case-
winner, and this inspite of judges who remiained hostile thieugliout. Tlhe
present reviewer distinclly remembers a Chief Justice paying tribute to his
legal succeses (this was at the grand dinner hested by his iriends on the
eve of his departure for the Government of India) humourously describing
Chaudhri Saheb as a danger to the law courts! Geoed for them that he
was geing away ! How did Chaudhri Saheb do 1t? There is material
enough in the bock to amswer this question. It relates utot only to his
work as advocate in court proceedings, but also to his work as negetiator,
statesman and member of the i1nner circles of the international communi-
ty. What Chaudhri Saheb seems to do is to concede whatever—by rights
or by logic—must be conceded to the other party. So good would be the
impression created on the judges ‘in ‘the tribunals or the other parties
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concerned, that often they would in return concede to Chaudhri Saheb
even more-—often more—than his part of the case.

Vi

The autobiography 7Tahdith-i-Ni'mat is a gieat book : it should live
as such to inspire generations of readers. It Is a massive addition to
Chaudhri Saheb's already very considerable literary output. His English
transletion of the Holy Quran (Curzon Press) his book Islam (Kegan Paul)
and his two books The Prophet at home and ' Islamic worskip are already
on the shelves of readers in many parts of the world. His autobiography
will join the angust company and make it more august than beiore.

Published by : Dacca Benevolent
Asscciatien, Dacca,
Price not stated.
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There is no duty we so much underrate as the duty of being happy.
—R. L. Stevenson

I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to death your
right te say 1t.
—Voliare

Behold, I do not give lectures or a little charity,
When I give I give myseli.
—Wait Whiimah
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Waseem Ahwmad Rhan
(Old Boy)

To the Past: Quo Vadis

To day we are passing through one of the most critical stages of
our history. The debacle in East Pakistan and the cease-fire in the West,
have created a chaos in the Pakistani nation. The enemies of ounr heloved
motherland, who were slapped in 1965, have again raised up their heads.

At present we have cnly one aim in fromt of us, and that 1s to
build up a stronger and greater Pakistan,

India has attacked Pakistan thrice since the latter’'s birth, but she
has always stood against all odds. We will again stand up, if summoned,
like rocks. The present set-back, 1s due to some unfortunate circumstances,
and is only temporary, We cannot give away our Golden Bengal to India.
‘Hamar Sunhar Bangla Desh’’. We follow this slogan. We did it again
in the Security Council on the 15th of November, We appealed to the
world to stop Indian aggression in Hast Pakistan, but alas! The Council
took no notice of it. The world committee was in a Jest and was
ironical. There was mockery on their faces. **Mr. President, we will fight
for a thousand years” (President Bhutto), was and is the voice of our
pation.

Therefore, now is the time for us to sink differences and get united,
te leave aside politics and get up to build up the country for which so
many beloved ones have been sacrificed. Morally, physically and economically

we shonld contribute all of us to the task of nation-building. Gentlemen,
we lack nothing except the will to go forward. We cannot expect Martians

or Moonmen to come down for this job. It is we whe have 1o work for
the integrity, prosperitv, and in short for the bright future of our nation.
There are certain people who do not work; instead they run up a hog
trail which finally meets a squirrel track, that runs up a tree and finally
ends in a knothole. Such people are lazy and work on the principle ol
procrastination which is a time thief. The real and supreme geal of our
lives is the prosperity of the human race and of our country, We need
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‘friends but not masters’. We may take aid from foreign countries, we
welcome it, but then only if it does not have stings (strings) attached to it.

As for the students, they should quit politics. Why go on jingling
like tools and toys in the hands of the different political parties. Instead
they should work on their studies, These strikes, taking-over of colleges,
bunildings etc,, breaking and damaging of property, are only means to our
destruction. Are we not destroying our own country instead of building
it? We should not indulge in such activities. We need calm and quiet-
ness. We need peace and prosperity. No strikes, no take-overs, but work
and harder work than ever. My dear student-friends, our fighting field
is our studies. The harder we strive to gain knowledge, the better it Is.
It is here that we should win our Nishan-i-Haider, our Hilali-jurat
and other gallantry awards, and not by brick-batting the police and
damaging propertv. We should never listen to political leaders because
they are always mad after posts. They play with our careers. I will
tell you a nice bit of a joke. During a recent journey by air, an elderly
lady advised me never to listen to political leaders. She said, *“When
I see a man trying to be a political leader, 1 wvisualise a pup trying

¥

to follow {our different school-kids at the same time. So let us not

be puppies.

Now a word about the World Organisation. You are all aware
that the United Nations has failed lamentably. WhY ?..iveeienese L€ ADSWET
is that it is cnly a wee willie winkie in the hands of certain powers who
have vested interests in it. That 1s why the Security Council failed to
pass a resolution checking the indian aggression for a week, and then
after Dacca had fallen, the delegates walked away. We have received no
justice from the so-called ‘justs’. We have been beguiled and deprived of

our rights. God bless you United Nations.

o the end, I would strongly advocate the principle of hard work. When
we work sincerely, we presper. Let us for God’s sake join hands now. Leave
acide these strikes and take-overs. Put them in a bag and feed them to

the dogs. Let the dogs be on strike, not men.

We are muslims. We trust in God Almighty. Then let us take the
spade and dig for the coveted gold. God will help wus and inshallah
we shall prosper.

Pakistan Paindabad.
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Ch. Mubawiwmag Zafruliah Khan

Law, Society and the Individual cont.

In this second and last instalment to his thought-provcking
and refreshing article, Chaudhry Saheb proceeds to analyse
the world wide revolt of youth against society and the
established order, and concludes with a suggestion (a
strong one) for a solution to the whole chaos.

In the meantime the hazard of moral disintegration of society conti-
nues to mount and the gulf between the generations is widening rapidly.
Youth and age are at €ross purposes.

The Times of London, in a leading article criticizing the severity
of a sentence imposed by a judge in a case of unlawful possession of a
drug observed that the younger generation in Britain was posing a challen-
ge to the older generation in that the older generation was addicted to
Jiguor and gambling ‘and the younger generation was becoming addicted
to drugs and sex, and concluded with these four shattering words:

““........and these are safe.”” This ostrich-like attitude towards major
problems confronting society and the individual is disturbing. The leading
and at one time highly respected, organ of a great couniry is expected
to be more helpful in its major pronourcements that that it should ab-
dicate its responsibility In ‘the face of the moral crisis confronting the
community and take shelter behind a pronouncement which offers merely
a choice between different methods of national suicide. We must recog-
nise the truth that liquor, gambling, drug and sex, each one through
abuse, can become a curse and that such abuse must therefore be wutter-
ly and absolutely shunned and discarded.

James Michener, writer and publicist, comcluding his interpretation
of the tragic events that happened on the campus of Kent State University
in Obio in the first week of May 1970, in his book ‘Kent State: What
Happened and Why" has stated :

«YWhat has caused this worldwide revolt ! The single best
explanation is that the young have rejected the iife-styles



of their parents and have committed thémselves to a life-
style they have been developing over the last two decades.
1f one fails to see that the revolts in Japan, France,
Venezuela and the United States are identical in every
aspect that matters, one misses the whole point of what
is happening in the world.

It is obvious that a major responsibility of society to-day is
reconciliation of young people and the old. The radical
divergence between life-styles—the vast differences in dress,
cleanliness, hair-fashions, attitudes towards work, politics,
music, religion, patriotism and sex—must not erystaibize
into permanent alienation. This does not mean that the
older members of society have to surrender values which
they have inherited and which they cherish, It does mean
that there must be some understanding of what the young
are trying to accomplish, It is crucial that older people
do not reject them automatically, The older generation
should acknowledge that the young have raised legitimate
issues in their protest against war, in their concern about
ecology, their determination to end racism and to find
new meaningful occupations. Dress, music, ijdiom, the
length of hair and new dating practices are matters of
style, which change from generation to generation. Older
people should not allow themselves to be irritated by such
trivial things. Drugs, delinquent sex habits, violence, go
much deeper than style and must be opposed where they
are known to be destructive. But the older person should
be able to distinguish between the two.

............ It is obligatory that young people also make con-
cessions, Specifically they should.

1. Act withim the law. The correction of legitimate grie-
vances must be achieved in legitimate ways. The slow
building of our democratic process required both moral
commitment and patience. Society is going to demand that
students comport themselves more responsibly. Arson, incite-
ment to riot are crimes, and persons guilty of them should
go to jail
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2. Respect the moral convickions of others. Young people
are not obligated to pay allegiance to any church, but they
ought not to ridicule those who do. Sex, 1t should be
recognized, is a private occupation. Actually, many older
people approve of the mew morals, but they do not care to
have them flagrantly promenated in public.

3. Reject obscenity as @ weapon. By their abusive language,
young people have outraged sensibilities and made commu-
nication with others difficult, if not impossible. Nothing
is gained when, in addition to pressure on such issues as
the war and the draft, deliberate obscenity is offered as
a challenge to the rest of society.

No wealth in this country is more valuable than the
burgeoning talent of a new generation, and no expense is
too great to cultivate it. The continuity of lile is pre-
cious. The young need older people to argue with, to test their
ideas, The old need to take hope f{rom the young, to
feel that civilisation will contime to advance.

A few weeks before the shootings at Kent State, Jerry
Rubin, radical leader of the American Youth International
(Yipples), told a crowd of Kent students, '‘The first part
of the Yippie program is to kill your parents.” A lew
days after the shootings, the parents of hundreds of
student who had escaped the bullets of the National Guard
told their sons and daughters: ‘‘You should have been
shot.”

1f we are not to commit national suicide, all of us young
and old, must condemn such extreme emotions. Then with
humility, love and understanding between the generations,
we must begin to heal the wounds they have left.”

A fortnight back Mr. H, Moorkerk, of the Youth Consultation Centre i
Amsterdam, who himself has long hair and hippie style shirts, stated
that the number of vouth ‘‘droupouts” in modern soclety is increasing.
He said the Amsterdam authorities were trying to create an atmosphe:e
in which dropouts could unburden themselves of their problems.

According to him there had recently beem an estimated increase in
youthful dropouts from 15 to 2007 of the total of young people and
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their main problems had been, on the ene hand a straightforward lack
of housing and food and on the other hand a complete lack of contact
with society. This had resulted in apathy, lunelinés_s and eventually
crime and drugs. In these circumstances, greups of dropouts tended to
form an aggres ive commuunity. Out of sheer frustation they went into
the streets, armed with bicycle chains, to cause trouble and this had led
to clashes last year between young people and the Dutch Police.

Mr. Moorkerk said modern Dutch policy was to create an atmo-
sphere of confidence for young social dropeuts. When they came to the
Youth Consultation Cenmtre they found an atmosphere that was congenial.
They could talk about their problems while they were among other ‘‘hip-
pie’’ personalities and to the sound of beat music they could explain
their problems. In very many cases, he said, social assistance was
available for the asking. But such was the state of apathy of many
young people today that they did not even take the trouble to apply
for social support, This therefore required, in his epinion, active interven-
tion by the authorities to seek out youthful drepouts in order to reinte-

grate them into society.

In all this welter of current and cross-current law is beginning to
be tossed about like a rudderless vessel, yielding to clamor rather than
setting a purposefr]l course and steering steadily towards a goal approved
by reason and justified by experience.

The normal sanctions behind law are losing their force, Humane
considerations have quite rightly but not always wisely, operated to soften
their physical terror and vigour, and this has served to reduce their
degree of of deterrence, but they are being seriously undermined through
subjection to ridicule and contempt. Breaches of certain sectors of the law
are loooked upon and even applauded perversely as proof of moral courage.
The whole edifice of law and order is thus being correded at its foundations.

One powerful deterrent against breaches of law and of the moral
code has been the fear of the loss of the esteem of one's fellow beirgs,
Today certain types of wrongdoing are viewed with amused tolerance as
daring protest against what is called hypocrisy or double standards. The
truth, however, is that wrongdoing is no longer regarded as symptom of
moral disease or disorder and over a broad range briach_es hi the moral
code deo not entail loss of esteem o5 respect. This kind of tolerance or
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indifference is symptomatic of a creeping moral paralysis. Seciety seems
‘6 be headed towards a stage where goed behaviour, orderliness, conformity
to and respect for law are likely to be looked upon as indices of weak-
ness and lack of spint rather than as indispensable foundation of a heal-
thy and vigourous social order.

It is often said that the tendencies to which I have drawn atten-
tions are only evidence of the exhuberant energy of modern youth which
should justify great expectations and high achievements that youth gives
promise of compassing once this tremendous upsurge of energy 1s directed
through proper channels and that, rather than generate concern, they
should furnish cause for jovful anticipation of the brilliant era of positive
accomplishment in every sphere of life that 1s about to burst upon us,
At the same time it is also urged, somewhat contradictorily, that these
tendencies are confined to a small section and that that they exlibit a
phenomenon which has periodically found expression at certain stages in
the social history of man and that they contain within themselves
the seed of their own decease. The first attitude results from lack of
clear thinking and the second signalizes mental apathy or perhaps some
dezree of atrophy of the thinking faculty.

It is true that in the sphere of science and technology the tremen-
douns achievements both of thinkers and of actors are a matter of just
pride for the human race. The implications of that which has been achie-
ved, and it looks as if it is only the beginning, are immeasurable, and
that of which promise is held out is limitless. It needs to be observed, how-
ever, that all the achievement is an indication of the heights to which man
is capable of climbing by the exercise of hs intelletual and other capacitjes
and faculties. The tendencies to some of which I have drawn atfention
this afternoon, reveal glimpses of the moral abyss into which man 1s lhhable
to tumble or be pushed unless these tendencies are brought under strict
control and regulation. Another observation that has pertinence is that
there is no evidence that addiction to liquor, gambling, drugs and illicit sex
has stimulated scientific and technical achievement. Each of these is des-
iructive of human personality. In the case of liquor and drugs, the finest
and most delicate human faculties are the first to be damaged. In view
of this comtrast ail that can be asserted 1s that we witness to-day a
demonstration eof the truth that man has been endowed with faculties and ca-
pacities through the right and proper use of which ke can rtise to hither
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to wnmeasured and unconceivable heights and by misuse or abuse of
which he is liable to fall to the lowest depths of degradation. It is an awe-
some reflection that the choice lies with him. There is no compulsion.

I do not know to what degree I have succeeded in setting forth
some of the factors that underlie my anxieties but I trust that some of
vou may have perceived a reflectioa of them and 1 am hoping that many
of you have already engaged in thinking out and working out the neces-
sary correctives and safeguards which would ensure the security of the
human race in all respect so that it should march forward to amd up the
heights rather than slide down the slope of Avernus.

Have I any suggestion in that behalf? It would not be fair, perhaps
it would not be right and certainly it would mot be true if my answer
to that query were to be a simple negative. 1 would, in addition, be
guilty of having occasioned a waste ol your precious time 1f 1 had merely
drawn attenticn to some of the disorders afflicting us, whese virulence
is being rapidly augmented and intensified, without even a hint at a
remedy or a possible source to which recourse may be had not only for

comfort but for cure and salvation.

1 am convinced, and I proceed to give expression to that conviction,
though I may be in minority of one in holding to if, that at the bottom
of the manifold ills and disorders from which human society suffers today
and to which it is a prey, is the lack of a living and hie-giving faith
in a wise and beneficent Creator. When 1 say that I do not mean just
lack of religion im the sense of doctrine, dogma, worship, ceremwenial aud
even polemic.

Religion as such is suffering today m the same way as morality,
for morality has 1ts basis in religion and is the practical expression i
daily life of one group of religious values. Religion too is fighting a
rearguard action in this age and is being gradually but continuously pushed
back. Today man is not ouly reluctant but is unwilling to comimit himseif
to or identify himself with anything that canuot be subjected to the test
of exverience. He will not be persuaded to invest his all that pertains
to this life on the promise of discovering after he has passed out of it
¢that he bad made a truly profitable investment. For in a such case he
runs the risk of discovering, when no chance of a retreat or retmeval is
left open, that he had made a wrong choice and that his 1nvestment
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has been a total loss.

It is only such faith as is capable of yielding beneficence in every
sphere and at every step of his existence here to which he could be
persuaded to commit himself wholly in the convictien that he will thereby
cecure for himself the certainty of a hereafter of continuous INCreasing
beneficence through eternity. How simply has this verity been expressed
in the phrase: A tree is known by the fruits thereof.

Such faith can be based and built upon and strengthened not merely
with belief in the existence of a wise and beneficent Creator but with
experience of Him, which is the ultimate reality and against which no

argument can prevail.

Science and techmolegy do not in any manner militate against such
faith, The simple truth is that increasing knowledge of the laws of nature
and greater experienee in the method of the application of those laws 1In
serving and fulfilling human needs is in itsell a divine bounty which needs
to be appreciated as such. The universe, of the wvastness and grandeur
of which even today man has but a faint concept, is net man’s master but
man's servant. Man has been granted dominion over it in the sense that
through the exereise of the faculties and capabilities with which he has
been equipped by a beneficent Creator, he can pmgressifel}?, through his
growing kmowledge of the laws of nature, increasz his mastery over the
forces of mature.

It is a dangerous {allacy which has dene tremendcus harm to
pretend that there is, or there can be, anv conflict between science and
religion and then to seek shelter behind the utterly false notion that each
has its ewn distinct sphere and should not intrude upon the other. This
mode of thinking has coniributed largely towards reducing religion to a
hollow shell, almost empty of beneficent content. It 1is the function of
true religion to furnish guidance in all spLeres of hie and te set forth a
standard of values which should help to make life on earth totally beneficent
in all its aspects, The law of nature is part of the divine order which
regulates the universe and all that pertains to every aspect of life. There
is no conflict or contradiction between different parts of the divine order. All
is beneficently adjusted. Discord is introduced when man deliberately
makes a wrong choice. |
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In the divine order man has been assigned a place of honour. He
has been granted dominiom over the universe and is furnished with guidance
through revelation which has always not only kept pace with man’s needs
but has kept ahead of his needs.

All divine attributes are in operation all the time. The deepest
yvearning of the human soul, communion with the divine, has throughout
been attainable and is attainable today as it has been attainable at any
time in the past. God speaks today to His creatures as He spoke of
yvore, and will continue to speak. He hears today as He heard of yore
and will continue to hear. God never turns away f{rom man, it 15 man
who in his pride and arrogance often turns his back upon God. He is
doing so today not only in conduct, as he has often dene before, but
also in werd, to a degree which he seldom if ever dared befere. Man
has been familiar through the ages with the assertion on the part of
some: of his fellow beings that there i1s ne God. It is only today that
he is beginning to be told that there was God but that He has died,
as an historical fact in our age. A large sector of those whose creed is
formulated as: God 1s dead, are unfortunately professgrs and teachers in
religivus seminaries where hitherto their business has been to teach and
to inculcate faith in the existence of a Wise, Deneficent, All-Powerful
LiZng God. |

At the bottom of this aliemation of man from his Creator, already
widespread though not so ackno. ledged, is arrogance born of man’s pride
in his. so-called achievements. It 1s a curious phenomenon that this
arrogance exhibits itself not among those who are primarily responsible
for this achievement, but among those who are mere lookers-on but who
feel free to philesophize about 1t. The prevailing attitude of the participants
in and promoters of this tremendous upsurge of achievement, with only
a few exceptions, 1= one of awe and humility, They are steadily advancing
towards a better appreciation of God’s limitiess creation and a deeper
msight into the quality and richness of the capacities with which God
has endowed man. This impels them towards seeking that closer communion
with the divine which is the ultimmate purpose of the creation of man
and which divine mercy and grace have put within the reach of everyone

of His creatures,
The realization that every human being, without exception, has
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been created with that purpose and is capable of achieving it, is the key
towards the solution of all our major problems., This should be a poweriul
stimulant towards that understanding, that sympathy, reverence towards
every other human being which could eliminate conflict and disorder and
should uvsher in an era of intense activity in co-operation and competition,

reaching out towards wuniversal beneficence,

Nature has furnished the means, science and technology are extending
far and wide the knowledge of the fashioning of and o1 the msthods of
applicatior. of the instruments needed to that end, and divine guidance
has been made available afresh, if only we had the urge to look for it
which would serve to make human life on earth richer, tuller and happier
than man ever has had anv concept of. The choice belongs to man. He
can choose beneficence and life. He can delude himself into ruin and death.

1 am no prophet of doom. Nor is that which 1 have just said
a mere counsel of perfection, in the sense of an idealistic, impracticable
blue print for thought and conduct. It is a counsel oi perfection in the
sense that it emphasizes a priority of values sorely needed, and jts
practicability has been widely demonstrated in this our dav and time.

There are today individuals, families, grovps, small communities
scattered far and wide around the globe, in every region and every clime,
not withdrawn from the world, participants in the activities, pursuits and
occupations of their fellows, whose experience of God is the light in which
they walk, s the air which they breathe, is the nourishment which sustains

them. This is true of their men and their women, of their old and
therr young.

To the eye of a superficial observer they are siol markedly di-tinguishable
from the general run of their fellow beings, and yet they are a class
apart. In this last thud of the twentieth century they have made the
seeking of divine pleasure and the doing of His will n all things thenr
supreine purpose. Vet they have not been found wanting in any respect
in the discharge of what society regards as secular duties and obligatiens.
Indeed, thev appear t0 PpOSSESS the quality of outstripping their fellows
in every benelicent activity.

‘Those among them who may be accounted poor in worldly possessions
are rich in their continuous experience of God and are respected and

revered accordingly. Those who may be accounted rich in respect of
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material resources are cager to share them with whese may be in need

and consider themselves under obligation to serve their fellow beings iIn
every sitnation. All are pledged te uphold the primacy of spirital and moral
values in every sphere of life. Among them humility is accounted a

cardinal virtue and arrogance is shunned as a deadly sin.

They are a close knit but daily growing human brotherhood, devoted

to seeking the pleasure of their Maker through service to His creatures.
Their material concerns are pursued with diligence and integrity but
these do not beguile them from the constant remembrance of their
Maker. They seek His guidance and help constantly through prayer and
are steadfast in this pursuit. Among them the only badge of honour is
the piety and righteousness of a person’s life. They keep exhorting each
other to do good and to shun evil and are eager to outstrip each

other in this endeavour. Their young revere age, hold it in honour and
deem it a privilege to serve and obey their elders. Their elders cherish

their young, watch over them and seek to guide them along the paths
of purity, modesty and righteousness.

They honour every human being as a creature of their Lord, and
have no more regard for the colour of his skin than for the colour of
his coat, There are among them no divisions, no grades, no classes,

This is not an overdrawn or oversimplified picture, though it may
appear such to those whose cultural values have been cast in so artificial
and rigid a mould that any departure from them srikes them as odd and
incongruous, Yet this very rigidity and artificiality have provoked the
widespread revolt of youth which perplexes the older gemeration. The only
remedy is reversion to the simplicity and reality of fundamentals in theory
and in practice, in thought and in conduct.

I conclude with the prayer that we may be blessed with the insight
and the courage to recognise and choose life and with the steadfastness
needed to pursue it and to live it in utter beneficence.

My last word is that all worthiness of praise belongs tc God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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Khawaja Atta-ur-Rehman
F.Sc. Il yr.

miructﬂs or Q&Laﬁz

Allah Almighty shows miracles or great signs so that his creatures
may think about his greatness, omnipotence, etc, and follow his directives.
The incident which I am going to relate, is one of the most surprising

1 have experienced until new.

Some children were playing near our house. My younger brother
was also there, and he was a personal witness to the happenings. There
was a well in the yard around which there was no ridge. That well was
normally covered by a plank, but at that time 1t was uncovered. A few

moments later, a boy, the only son of his parents came round, peeped
into the pit, and the next moment .........he tumbled into it. How it all

happened we do not know, but anyway that is beside the point. The
other children did not know what had happened, for when they heard the
noise of falling they thought that some brick had splashed in, and had
dismissed the incident,

Then someone suddenly said, ‘‘where 1s Pupoa ?’’, and when they
realised that he had been standing on the plank they knew without doubt
what bad caused the falling noise. They all at once started crying and
shouting. The mother of the child came out of hand. bSihe even wanted
to jump into the well and other members of the family had to restrain
her physically. It was a thoroughly plightful scene.

Now it so happened that the adjacent house was under repair and
when the workers there heard the sudden and usual noises, they at once
came round to investigate the cause. On being told of what had occured,
they prompthy found a rope. One af them got hold of one end of 1it,
and went down the well while his comrades fed it te him gradually.
When he reached the surface of the water, he turned round, scanned and
reported that he could see no one inside. At this the suspense and drama

of the situation was further increased.

He was lowered a bit more, and lo!......his leg hit the head of the
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child. He picked him up at once and found that he was neither drowned
nor showed any cign of fear on his face. It seems that he fell straight
in, his feet hitting the water first, aud remained floating with his head
above the water-level, Meanwhile the men up, had started hauling im.
They had to do it quite slowly so that the child might not be shaken
off the back of the man by the jerks. Everybody was waiting anxiously
and praying humbly, and when the child was brought out of the well,
the outburst of jov was general. I cannot really express the feeling of
those present at that time. It was a strange mixture of crying and
laughing.

The mother at once snatched the child and ran with him to the
house, kissing him a million times, thanking God for her good fortune—
there was not even a miner injury to the child. The Ilatter then spoke
up and said to his mother, ‘‘one of my shoes remained in the well”.
Did she care about a shoe? I am sure that mother would willing have
given a thousand shoes and more for her son. And these simple words,
spoken so innocemtly, must have made her realise how dearly she valued
the life of her child—above everything else. (A lesson perhaps for those
of us, parents or bigger brothers or sisters, who illtreat children and can
afford to forget all they represent to us and what amount of care and
affection they need).

It was a great sign of the Most Gracious and Frotector, and to-day
while I am telling this story, my heart is over-flowing with a strong
ieeling of thanks to Him.

[Of course many people would attribuue this incredible escape and
the like to ‘‘good fortune’’ or “circumstances’” or some similar reasons.
This in turn raises the question, *'What is a miracle?’’ and ‘*Where
lies the line separating miracles from everyday happenings?’’ If we pray
to God {for something and that something does in fact come to pass,
then does this constitute a miracle? Ed.]

LG
CRHEED
There is a tide in the affairs of women,

Which taken at the flood, leads—God knows where,
~— Byron



M. S, Gassama
B.5¢. [

The impression of most Pakistani Youths
about Africa and the Africans

Since my arrival here many questions have been asked me by my Pa-
kistani friends about the continent of Africa and the Ailrican people,.
These questions have no doubt given me the impression that either most
of my friends know very little about Africa and the Africans or that they
have had the wrong information about that continent and its people or
that some of them deliberately feel that whatever the Airicans might do,
Africa should be what they feel it is.

My fellow Africans at the Jamia, at Lahore, and at Lyallpur hold
similar views with me, since most of them have been given tne task of
answering similar questions. 1 must, however, make it clear that I am not
wiiting with any emotion, but simply making an attempt to answer some
of the many questions which have been put to me so as to give a brief
account of Africa and of the Airicans,

Q. Is it true that Africa is a very hot continent?
A. In the first place, this 1s a question which covers the whole

continent of Africa ; therefore it cannot be true, Aifrica 1s a continent
that extends from about Latitude 32° North of the equator te about Lati-
tude 32° South of tbe equator. Geographers hold the belief that most
of the countries lying on the equator or within the tropics are usually
hot during summer. The earth as we all know is spherical ; this then means
that the equator goes round the earth. If the above question is true,
then one will be right to conclude that the equator only siops within the
continent of Africa and does not in fact go round the earth. This, however,
contradicts the geographer’s belief and hence the above question is not war-
ranted. There, is no doubt that there are countries in Africa on the equator or
within the tropics. These countries, however, unlike Pakistan, have had the -
blessing of having grasslands, bushes and even forests ; therefore most of the
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heat of the sun is being filtered down by the branches of trees thereby
decreasing the intensity of the heat of the sun reaching the people ; one
can therefore see that even those countries which lie within the tropics
are not as extremely hot as some parts of Pakistan. Those or most
of those countries lying south of the tropics like South Africa, are rela-
tivelv cool. Mereover most African countries situated in the equatorial or
sub-equatorial zone, enjoy unlike Pakistan, a high amount of rainfall,
which helps keep the temperature down.

_ Why are you black ? Is it due to the extreme heat of the sun
in Africa ¢

A. From this question, one can cenclude that anybedy asking such
a question, is infact saying that the colour of a man is determined by the
type of climate in which he lives, If this question is true, what then can
we say about the Arabs in Egypt, Libya, Morocco etc.; are they black?
What abouts the whites in Rhodesia and South Africa, are they black ?
What about those Pakistanis now resident in Alfrica who have given Dbirth
to chiidren and the children are now grown ups; those children will sure-
ly come to Pakistan with a completely black skin. What about those of
my African friends who have spent six years here in Rabwah ; their
skin must by now be changing to brown. These are just very few exam-
ples to illustrate to my Pakistani brothers that the colour of a man does
not depend on the type of climate in which he lives; rather it is inhe-
rited from his parents and whatever change of climate he might expe-
rience, his colour will remain the same,

(. I have heard that people stay naked in Africa ; is this true?

A. Before answering this question, let me first of all quote part
of the sermon which the supreme head of the Ahmadiyya movement, His
Holliness Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 1II, gave on the kriday he immediately
returned from his West African tour :

«“Another quality that those people possess is their great comncern
for cleanliness.

In short, they are very clean and so very particular about clean-
liness that throughout the six eountries I have travelled wherever I came
across a water shed, T saw Africans busy in laundering their dressess.”’
if the people of Africa are staying naked then they must nave
been laundering their skins. Huzoor could not have been wrong in saying
that whenever he came across a water-shed, he saw Africans busy launder-
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ing their dresses ; This alone should have been enough to convince my
Pakistani friends that Africans do not stay mnaked. The other point I
can advance to support this view is that African countries like other
developing countries are looked upon as a good market for the European
manufactured goods; because of this, one can expect a competition
between the European countries for their goeds. In the course of this
competition, priority is given to quality, since poor quality means less
demand for such goods and therefore a great loss to the european countries
concerned. One can therefore see that Africans do mnot only put on
dresses but put on the best manufactured dresses in the woild.

Q. Africans feed on human beings ; is this statement correct?

A. Assuming that the above statement is true, then the continent
of Africa should bave surely by now been deserted. If it is true that
Africans feed on human beings them what is the fate of the Pakistani
business, doctors, teachers and missienaries now in Africa? They
should have very little hope of returning home, as they could serve as
a very delicious breakfast for the Africans. However, most of you have
seen your relatives, and {friends going to Africa either as missienaries,
doctors, teachers or as businessmen and returning home safely ; most of
them would even like to go back to Africa if given the opportunity.
Since these Pakistanis go to Africa and return home safely, them those
Pakistanis whe still hold the belief that African feed on human beings
should new be convinced that Africans do not feed on human beings ;
rather we feed on animals both wild and domestic, as the former abounds
in our fine tall grasses, bushes and forests,

Q. 1 have learned that you come from Sierra Leone ; is this country
in Europe ?

A. This question gives me the impression that most of my Pakistani
brothers do not only know very Iittle about Africa, but even seem to
know very little about the rest of the world, Assuming that Sierra Leone
s of very little importance and therefore he could not have known its
position on the world map, my black skin and other features should have
made him have a second thought before asking such a very question.
1§ T were to ask such a question, I would have put it 1n this way:
1s Sierra Leone in Africa, in U.S,A, or is it part of the Fiji Islands ? since
in these places one can find people of features similar to mine.
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Q. You sav that there are Degree Colleges in your country ; why
then did you come here for your degree course?

A. Very recently, while I was reading the PBritish Review, I came
across the statistics of foreign students studying in Britain, and it was stated im
that review, that out of the total number of foreign students studying
in’ Britain, the largest quota came from Canada, the second largest
from India and then Pakistan and some countries in Africa, Does this
mean that there are no Degree Colleges in Canada, India and Pakistan?
It simply means that one does not cnly leave one’s country purposely for
getting all the degrees from a foreign land. Going out to study in a
foreign land gives one a better chance of meeting with quite a different
race and a better chance of studying their culture properly. This in
itself 1s a great academic achievement in addition to what one gets irom

text books.

Q. People in Africa stay in trees; is this statement correct?

A. Suppose this statement is true, then we can as well conclude
that our friends from FEurope, Asia, Canada and U.S.A. working in Africa
stay in the most beantiiul trees. One then wonders why can’'t those
foreign friends return at once to their respective homes to enjoy their

beautiful buildings, but prefer to stay longer in Africa to enjoy the com-
fort of sleeping among Africans, The fact that most of these foreign

workers even wish to return to Africa to work for a longer period of
time is a clear indication that they are denied those comforts at their

homes which they normalily get in Africa. Africa like any other continent,
contains countries and these countries contain cities, towns and villages.

In the cities and towns you always find the most modern buildings

of our time.
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Any person under the age of thirty, who, having any knowledge

of the existing social order, is not a revolutionist, is an inferior.
—Bernard Shaw
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Students Union Tally for 1971-72

The direction of the Union reports that it has had a successful year,

and has bagged eight trophies and thirty individual prizes, an all-time

record. The details are as follows:

Urdu Debates

Trophy from Preme Sati Trost College, Kamalia
First Prize : Abdul Karim Khalid
Third Prize : Llaeeq Almad Abid

Trophy from Muncipal College Bhalwal
First Prize : Abdul Karim Khalid

Trophy from Muncipal Degree College Mandi Bahauddm
gecond Prize : Abdul Karim Khahd
Third Prize : Laeeq Ahmad Abid

Trophy from Government College Tala Gung
First Prize : Laeeq Ahmad Abid

Trophy from Muncipal Degree College Hafizabad.
Third Prize - : Abdul Karim Khald
Consulator Prize : Abid Riaz Mahqg

Individual Prizes

Abdul Karim Khald
ond Prize from Govt. College Sargodha in Seerat Coni.

Third Prize; from Muncipal College Mandi Bahauddin in

Seerat Conf.

ILaeceq Ahmad Abid.
ond Prize from Muncipal College Gojra
3rd Prize from JIslamia College Lyallpur
crd Prize from Islamia College Gujranwalla
9nd Prize from Mandi Bahauddin in Seerat Coni,
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